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Nature of the Indian Political System 

 

1. Introduction The Indian political system refers to the structure, organization, and 

functioning of the government and political institutions in India. It is based on the 

Constitution of India (1950), which provides the framework for governance, rights, 

duties, and the relationship between citizens and the state. India is often described as a 

―Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic‖, emphasizing its unique blend of 

democratic values, cultural pluralism, and constitutionalism. ---  

 

2. Key Features / Nature of the Indian Political System  

 

a) Sovereign India is free and independent in its internal and external affairs. It can 

formulate its own laws, policies, and relations with other nations without external 

interference. Example: India’s independent foreign policy (e.g., Non-Aligned Movement). 

---  

b) Socialist The term ―Socialist‖ was added by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment 

(1976). India aims to achieve economic and social justice through reducing inequalities 

of income, status, and opportunities. It emphasizes a mixed economy — coexistence of 

public and private sectors. Example: Land reforms, welfare schemes like MGNREGA, and 

public distribution system (PDS). ---  

 

c) Secular India has no official religion; the state treats all religions equally. Citizens 

enjoy freedom of religion (Article 25–28). Secularism in India means equal respect for all 

religions, not total separation of religion and state as in some Western countries. 

Example: Government funding for institutions of all faiths. ---  

 

d) Democratic India is the largest democracy in the world. The government is elected by 

the people through universal adult franchise (Article 326). Citizens have the right to vote, 

form political parties, and contest elections. Democracy exists at three levels – national, 

state, and local (Panchayati Raj). ---  

 

e) Republic India has an elected head of state (President) rather than a hereditary 

monarch. Every citizen is eligible to hold public office, ensuring political equality. --- 

 

f) Parliamentary Form of Government India follows the Westminster model of 

parliamentary democracy. The President is the nominal head, and the Prime Minister is 

the real executive. The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

Ensures accountability and stability. ---  
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g) Federal System with Unitary Bias The Constitution establishes a federal structure with 

division of powers between Centre and States (Seventh Schedule). However, it has 

unitary features such as: Single Constitution Single citizenship Emergency powers of the 

Centre Integrated judiciary and election machinery Hence, India is often called a ―quasi-

federal‖ system. ---  

 

h) Written and Rigid–Flexible Constitution The Indian Constitution is a written document 

(the longest in the world). It is rigid as some amendments require special procedures, 

yet flexible because Parliament can amend many parts by a simple majority. ---  

 

i) Independent Judiciary The judiciary is independent from executive and legislature. The 

Supreme Court is the guardian of the Constitution and protects fundamental rights. 

Judicial review ensures the supremacy of the Constitution. ---  

 

j) Fundamental Rights and Duties Fundamental Rights (Part III) guarantee civil liberties 

like equality, freedom, and protection from discrimination. Fundamental Duties (Part 

IVA) remind citizens of their responsibilities toward the nation. ---  

 

k) Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) They guide the government in framing 

social and economic policies for welfare and justice. Though non-justiciable, they are 

fundamental in governance. Example: Equal pay for equal work, promotion of education 

and public health. ---  

 

l) Multiparty System India has a plural political system with multiple national and 

regional parties. Ensures representation of diverse social, linguistic, and regional 

interests. Examples: BJP, INC, AAP, DMK, TMC, etc. ---  

 

m) Secular and Plural Society 

The political system reflects India’s diversity of language, culture, religion, and ethnicity. 

Institutions ensure inclusion and representation (e.g., reservation policies). ---  

 

 

Nature of Political Culture India’s political culture is a mix of traditional and modern 

values. Rural population often follows personalities and local leaders, while urban voters 

show issue-based participation. Over time, democratic awareness and political 

participation have deepened. 
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Challenges of the Indian Political System Corruption and misuse of power Communalism 

and caste politics Criminalization of politics Political instability in coalition governments 

Regionalism and identity-based politics  

Conclusion 

The Indian political system represents a unique blend of tradition and modernity, unity 

and diversity, and federalism and democracy. It has succeeded in maintaining stability, 

conducting free elections, and ensuring social change through constitutional means. 

Despite challenges, it remains one of the most vibrant democratic systems in the world. 

 

 

Salient Features of the Indian Constitution  

1. Introduction 

 The Constitution of India, adopted on 26th November 1949 and enforced on 26th 

January 1950, is the supreme law of the land. It defines the political principles, 

establishes the structure of government, and guarantees rights and duties of citizens. ---  

2. Salient Features 

 a) Written and Detailed Document The Indian Constitution is the longest written constitution in 

the world. It originally contained 395 Articles, 22 Parts, and 8 Schedules (now 470+ Articles). It 

provides comprehensive guidelines for the functioning of the Union, States, and local bodies.  

b) Blend of Rigidity and Flexibility Some provisions can be amended by a simple majority, others 

by a special majority or ratification by states. Hence, it is both rigid and flexible.  

c) Federal System with Unitary Features Division of powers between Centre and States (Union, 

State, and Concurrent Lists). During emergencies, the system becomes unitary — giving more 

power to the Centre.  

d) Parliamentary Form of Government Based on the British model. President is the nominal 

head; Prime Minister is the real executive. Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the 

Lok Sabha.  

e) Independent Judiciary The Supreme Court is the guardian of the Constitution. Ensures judicial 

review, protecting citizens’ rights and maintaining constitutional supremacy.  

f) Universal Adult Franchise Every citizen aged 18 years and above has the right to vote, ensuring 

political equality.  
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g) Secular, Socialist, Democratic Republic Declared in the Preamble. India guarantees liberty, 

equality, and fraternity to all citizens. --- 

  

3. The Preamble  

The Preamble is the introduction to the Constitution. It declares India as a Sovereign, Socialist, 

Secular, Democratic Republic. Objectives: Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. It reflects the 

philosophy and guiding values of the Constitution. - 

 

 4. Fundamental Rights (Part III, Articles 12–35)  

Provide basic human rights to all citizens. They are justiciable, meaning citizens can approach 

the courts for enforcement. Categories:  

1. Right to Equality (Art. 14–18)  

2. Right to Freedom (Art. 19–22)  

3. Right against Exploitation (Art. 23–24)  

4. Right to Freedom of Religion (Art. 25–28) 

 5. Cultural and Educational Rights (Art. 29–30) 

6. Right to Constitutional Remedies (Art. 32) – heart and soul of the Constitution (Dr. Ambedkar). 

---  

5. Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV, Articles 36–51)  

Non-justiciable guidelines for governance. Aim to establish a welfare state ensuring social and 

economic justice. Inspired by the Irish Constitution. Major objectives: Equal pay for equal work 

Promotion of education and public health Protection of environment and heritage Organization 

of village panchayats Promotion of international peace ---  

6. Fundamental Duties (Part IVA, Article 51A)  

Added by the 42nd Amendment (1976). Lists 11 duties reminding citizens of their 

responsibilities toward the nation. Example: Respect the Constitution, national flag, and 

environment. 


