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SYLLABUS

Subject z English

SNt 1. RabindranathTagore- "Where the mind is without fear"
2. A.LBasham:"The wonder that was India"(an excerpt)
3.RK Narayan- "Astrologer's Day"
4. SwamiVivekananda- "ChicagoSpeech(1893)"
5. Introduction to Sundarkandof Valmiki's Ramayan
UNITZ I , .
ComprehensionSkills
1. ReadingTechniques:Skimming,Scanning
2. ldentifying the Main Ideaand Theme
3. Making Inferencesand Drawing Conclusions
4. Analysingunseenpassagesn Indian history, society,and art.
UNITZ I , , : .
Basic Laguage Skills Grammar: 1. Parts of Speech 2. Articles 3. Subjéetb
Agreement4. Tensesandtheir application Vocabulary:1. Synonyms,Antonyms,
Homonyms, and Homophones 2. Onagord substitutes 3. Word formation:
Suffixes and Prefixes Keywords Tense, Ageement, Clause, Phrase, Synonym,
Antonym, Prefix, Suffix.Activity:4. Grammarexercises(fill -in-the-blanks,error
correction, sentencetransformation).5. Vocabulary-building gamesand quizzes.
UNIT- IV Writing Skills 1. The Writing Process:Pre-writing, Drafting, Revising,and
Editing.
2. ParagraphWriting: Structure, Topic Sentenceand Coherence.
3. Letter writing: Formal/Informal
UNIT-V Situational Conversationz Context, Audience, Purpose, Type, Register

Meeting/Greeting z Introducing Self; Introducing people to one another
Apologies/Responses
Enquiring about a Course/ Requesting Information
Agreeing/Disagreeing (with a Proposal)
Keywords z Register, Tone, Style, Audience, Purpose, Context, Etiquette,
Persuasion.




A owoN

Fenaissanc€@

college of commerce & management

BBA/B.Com/ B.Com (Hons)/BAJMC/ |5t Year Subject: English

UNIT | Lesson-1

'Where the Mind is Without Fear' by Rabindranath Tagore

Text of the poem:

Wherethe mind is without fear andthe headis held highWhere knowledge is free

Wherethe world hasnot beenbroken up into fragmentsBynarrow domesticwalls

Where words come out from the deph of truth

Wheretireless striving stretchesits armstowards perfectionWhere the clear stream of reasonhas
not lost its way

Into the dreary desertsandof deadhabitWhere the mind is led forward by thee Into ever- widening

thought and action

Into that heavenof freedom, my Father,let my country awake.

Glossary:-

Domestic related to family
Fragmentspieces

Tireless- without getting tired

Striving-to exert much efforts
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5. Dreary-dull
6. Deadhabit- old customs

7. Thee you

Analysis of the poetry:

O7TEAXEAAR -ETA EO 7EOET OO0 &AAOGoe EO Al Ai1 OEITAI
God. He is an intellectualvho was also popularlyET T xT AO O' OOEAAAD CAI O6NAE
only a composer but a painter, a humanist, a philosopher, a noveleg well as an educator who wrote

IT AEEEAOAT O OOAEAAOO8 4EEO PI AOOU EO EIT Al OAARA
during pre-independence era of India. Initially Rabindranath Tagore authored this poem in Bengali

in 1901 written foracol 1 AAOET 1T 1T £ AEOETI A DPOAUAOO OEOI AA 0.
UAAO pwpp A& O O EOATEAIES8 (A xi1 .1TAAl &#£ 0 O
being the first Non-European to be a Nobel laureate. He was knighted the year 1915, but he
renounced this title in 1919 as he was anguished and as a sign of his protest agaitist Jallianwalla
"ACE | AOOAAOA j! 1 OEOOAO I AOGOAAOAQ AOA O OEA
SEITTAO "AT ¢l A6 OH hdialaAdd®angladésh reshéc@elyA | O 1

The original poembearsthe title O 0 O A O (eEplayeAThe poemis a prayerto the universal father

as well as the fellow Indians presenting his vision of an independent India. Patriotism is the core
theme ofthis poem solely centered on the visionof independence. Thenation was under the British

Rule, the society wasfull of disharmony and social unjust. The people were eagerly waiting to thetir
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freedom. This poemhad given a lot ofstrength to the peoplewho were strugglingfor) T AEA 8 O

independence.

Wherethe mind is without fear andthe headis held highWhere knowledgeis free

The poet prays to the Almighty that his country should be free from any kind of external pressures
and oppressive factors which would ceate fear. He believed that freedom from such repressive
situations would generate a sense of respect inindividuals which was crushed due to presence of
these overwhelming situations. He wants that everyone in his country should be free to live a
dignified life and hold their heads high with respect fothemselves and forone another. He dreams
of a nation where knowledge or education would be free and available for all. Educatishould not

be restricted to the upper classonly but everybody should be free to acquire knowledge without any

caste or gender distinctions.

Wherethe world hasnot beenbroken up into fragmentsBynarrow domesticwalls

Tagore envisions a world which is not disintegrated by biases based on caste, creed, color, religion,
status or gender. He wants his people to reject any kinds of baseless superstitions and should not
endorse anykinds of socialevils. He lays emphasis othe rationality of mind because clear thinking
would prevent people from becoming prey to such tribulations. Halso stresses on the fact that all
the external forces like prejudices and superstitions as well as internal forces like narrew

mindedness should not divide the people in groups and destroy their unity.
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Wherewords comeout from the depth of truth

Where tireless striving stretchesits armstowards perfection

He wishes the people ohis nation to be truthful; he is ofthe view that people shouldnot distort the
truth for their personal benefits. The words spoken should be full of sincerity and not merempty
words which come fromthe bottom of the heart and soul.The poet expresseshis deepdesire where
people of his country strive towards perfection or development free from all the biases and
superstitions without giving up or getting exhausted.

Wherethe clear stream of reasonhasnot lost its waylInto the dreary desert sandof deadhabit

The poet visualizes that his fellow countrymen should not losetheir reasoning due to baseless
superstitions and preconceivednotions which is referred asdeadhabits as they hinder the unity of a
nation and progress of an individual. He believes that these habits are like a lifeless barren region
where no life can prevail. So he emphasizes on the fact that the every individual should posses a clear
intellect which resembles to a clear stream free from any kind®f stagnation.

Where the mind is led forward by theelnto ever-widening thought and action

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

The poet prays to the almighty to bestow his countrymen theuyrity of thoughts, actions and rational
intellect. He wishes that God awakens the shackled mind of the people and lead them towards a
heavenly country. He wants his natives not to be bound by any internal or external factorghich pull
them back fromthe AOE T £ DOI COAOO8 4ACi OA T AEAO A bl AA

country

About the Author

1.Name:Rabindranath Tagore(186171941), alsoknown asGurudev.

2. Birthplace: JorasankoT hakur Bari, Calcutta,India.

3. Occupation:Poet,philosopher, novelist, playwright, musician,painter, and educator.

4. Major Achievements:

First AsianNobel Laureatein Literature (1913) for Gitanjali (SongOfferings).

#1 1 DI OAA )1 AEASQ* ARBET ARA ! ADEAAT A " Al ghndlaAAOEG
Sonar Bangla.

Founded Visva-Bharati University at Santiniketan ? a place for holistic, liberal, and creative

education.
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5. Philosophy:
Believedin humanism,universalism, and spiritual freedom.
Stood against orthodoxy, colonial domination, and blind imitation of the West.

Advocatedfreedom of the individual mind asthe foundation of true civilization.

6. Belief on Nationalism: 4 A CT @Gefidhalism was ethical and humanistic? he wanted ) T AEA S O

freedom to be a freedom of conscience, thought, and compassion, not just politicalependence.

i x Writing Style

1. Simplicity with Depth: Tagore uses plain and musical English, but the meaning carries

philosophical depth and emotional richness.

2. FreeVerseForm:

The poemdoesnot follow arhyme schemeor metrical pattern.

Its rhythm arises naturally from prayer-like intonation.

3. Symbolism:

O - Ewithout £A Ayinbolizesmental freedom and courage.

O(AAA EAI A EE CH#edpecdand dighiy. EUAO OAIT £

O. A Odpimesticx A1 fegdeSent socialdivisions suchascaste,class religion, and prejudice.

O#I0AD4O0AAT 1T £ OAAOTT6 OAPOAOGAT OO OAOQEITT Al OEEI

N s oA

0 $ O Aedantsandof deadE A A &aBdsfor blind traditions and lifeless customs.M

O( AASGAMEOAAAd 4 ACT Otdpia® vision of an ideal India and a spiritually liberated
humanity.

4. Tone:Reverential,inspirational, andintrospective ? the poet speaksasa visionary reformer.

5. Imagery:

Strongvisual and metaphorical imagery transforms abstractidealsinto living pictures.

&1 O AgAi bl Ah OEA 11T O0AT AT O T £ OAIl AAO w@éstnicanigét
lost in unthinking tradition.
6. LanguageFeatures:

Highly musical,with repetition andflow that resembledevotional chantor hymn.

N s A L oA =

OE
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7. Philosophicaland Universal Appeal:
Though written about India, the poem transcends national boundaries? it speaks about human
liberation everywhere.

Settingof the Poem

1. Historical Context:
70EOO0AT AAEI OA )T AEAS6O ET AAPAT AAT Ahds unddBriish ¢ OE
colonial rule.
It was atime of political enslavement,socialinequality, andintellectual suppression.
2. Spiritual Setting:
The poemis addressed to God (the Eterndfather), makingit a prayer for awakening? not just for
India, but for all of humanitY
3. Cultural Setting:
India, divided by religion, caste, and superstition, serves as the background against which Tagore
dreams of unity, rationality, and dignity.
4. PsychologicalSetting:
It represents the internal landscapeof the human soul, yearning for enlightenment, truth, and
purity of thought.
5. Temporal Setting:
The poem exists in a timeless realm ? it speaksboth to pre-independenceIndia and to future
generations seeking moral and intellectual liberation.

Theme
1. Freedomz Political, Mental, and Spiritual
The central themeis freedom? not merely from British rule, but from fear, ignorance,and narrow -
mindedness.
Tagore envisions a nation where freedom is not limited to politics but extends to thoughts, words,
and actions.
He believes that true liberty beginsin the human mind 2 a fearless mind can create a fearless
nation.
The poem callsfor the liberation of consciencewhere people actfrom reason, notcompulsion.

2. Knowledgeand Enlightenment
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O 7 E Adplledgeis £0 Ahphasizesthat educationand learning should be opento all, unchained

by class, gender, or caste barriers.

Tagore,asan educationist, sawignoranceasthe root of all fear and division.

Knowledge here is not merely academicbut moral and spiritual wisdom 2 the ability to discern
truth and live rightly.

Hebelievedthat an educatednation is afearlessnation, one capableof progressand harmony.

3. Unity and Universal Brotherhood

4EA PEOAOA O1 AOOT x AT i1 AOGOEA xAll 06 AOEO&AEUAO
and region.

4 A Cl diadwas deeply divided; he dreamed of a world without boundaries, where humanity

lives as one family.

His vision is cosmopolitan and inclusive, reflecting his faith in universal humanism (Vishva-
Manavta).

True nationalism, for him, must never comeat the costof human unity.

4. Truth and Sincerity

O7EAOA x1 OAO AT i A 10606 &£0ii OEA AADPOE 1T &£ OOOOESG
Tagoredespisedhypocrisy, flattery, and deceit? which were rampant under colonial rule.

He believed that a society can prosper only when speecharises from sincerity and truth guides
human conduct.

5.Reasornvs.Blind Habit

AEA TETA OxEAOA OEA Al AAO OOOAAI 1T &£ OAAOIT EAC
EAAEO6 EO Al Tthowerfdl Adpkdss O 11 O

It contrasts reason (symbol of life, purity, and clarity) with habit (symbol of death, stagnation, and
unthinking conformity).

Tagore criticizes those who follow customs blindly without questioning moral or logical
foundations.

He promotesintellectual independenceand critical thinking asthe path to progress.

6. Moral and Intellectual Awakening

Thepoemendswith anearnestplea:

>0) Ithatiheavenof freedom, my Father,let my country A x AEA 8 6

O! x Agyhbblizesnational awakening,spiritual renewal, and enlightenment of the human soul.
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The poet sees awakening not as rebellion but as seffalization 2 when a nation realizes its divine
potential through truth, knowledge, and unity.
7.Vision of anldeal Nation
AACT OR A &dfA R A Als dndeal India, where citizens are:
Fearless in mind
Dignified in self-respect
United beyondboundaries
Guided by truth
Driven by reasonand moral conscience

z s x s N oAz

and minds flourish together.

The Wonder that was India by A.L.Basham (an excerpt)

Text:

Hindu civilization will, we believe, retain its continuity. The Bhagavad Gita willnot cease to inspire
men ofaction, andthe Upanishads men othought. The charmandgraciousness othe Indian way of

life will continue, however much affectedit may be bythe labour- savingdevices ofthe WestPeople

will still love the tales of the heroes of the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, and of the loves of
Dusyanta and Sakuntala and Pururavas and Urvasi. The quiet and gentle happiness which has at all
times pervaded Indian life where oppression, disease and poverty have not overclouded it will surely

not vanish before the more hectic ways of the West

Much that wasuseless in ancient Indian culture has already perished. The extravagant and barbarous
hecatombs of the Vedic age have long since been forgotten, though animal sacrifice continues in some
sects. Widows have long ceased to be burnt on their husbands' pyr€srls may not by law be married

in childhood. In buses and trains all over India brahmans rub shoulders with the lower castes without
consciousness of grave pollution, and the temples are open to all by law. Caste is vanishing; the
process began long agdyut its pace is now so rapid that the more objectionable features of caste may
have disappeared within ageneration or so. The old family system is adapting itself to preseddy
conditions. In fact the whole face of India altering, but the cultural tradibn continues, and it will
never be lost.

The whole of South-East Asiareceived most of its culture from India. Early in the 5th century B.C.
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colonists from Western India settled in Ceylon, which was finally converted to Buddhism in the reign

of Ashoka By this time a few Indian merchants had probably found their way to Malaya, Sumatra,
and other parts of SouthEast Asia. Gradually they established permanent settlements, often, no
doubt, marrying native women. They were followed by brahmans and Buddhishonks, and Indian
influence gradually leavened the indigenous culture, until by the 4th century A.D. Sanskrit was the
official language of the region, and there arose great civilizations, capable of organizing large
maritime empires, and of building suchwonderful memorials as their greatness as the Buddhist
stupa of Borobodur in Java, or the Saivite temples of Angkor in Cambodia. Other cultural influences,
from China and the Islamic world, were felt in SouttEast Asia, but the primary impetus to civilizabn

came from India.
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Indian historians, proud of their country's past, often refer to this region as "Greater India", and speak
of Indian "colonies". In its usual modern sense the terrictolony" is hardly accurate, however. Vijaya,
the legendary Aryan coigueror of Ceylon, is said to have gaindtie island by the sword, but beyond
this we have no real evidence of any permanent Indian conquest outside the bounds of India. The
Indian "colonies” were peaceful ones, and the Indianized kings of the region weredigenous

chieftains who had learnt what India had to teach them.

Northwards Indian cultural influence spread through Central Asia to China. Faint and weak contact
between China and India was probably made in Mauryan times, if not before, but only whenpso
2,000yearsago,the Han Empire beganto drive its frontiers towards the Caspiandid India and China
really meet. Unlike South East Asia, China did not assimilate Indian ideas in every aspect of her
culture, but the whole of the Far East is in India'slebt for Buddhism, which helped to mould the

distinctive civilizations of China, Korea, Japan and Tibet.

As well as her special gifts to Asia, India has conferred many practical blessings onthe world at large;
notably rice, cotton, the sugarcane, many spes, the domestic fowl, the game of chess and most
important of all, the decimal system of numeral notation, the invention of an unknown Indian
mathematician early in the Christian era. The extent of the spiritual influence of India on thancient
West ismuch disputed. The heterodox Jewish sect of the Essenes, which probably influenced early
Christianity, followed monastic practices in somerespects similar to those of Buddhism. Parallels
may be traced between a few passages in the New Testament and thédi Beriptures. Similarities
between the teachings of western philosophers and mystics frorRythagoras to Plotinus and those

of the Upanisads have frequently been noticed. None of these similarities, however, is close enough
to give certainty, especially asve have no evidence that any classicalwriter had a deep knowledge of
Indian religion. We can only say that there was always sone®ntact betweenthe Hellenic world and
India, mediatedfirst by the AchaemenidEmpire, then by that of the Seleucids, and fitlg, under the
Romans, by the traders of the Indian ocean. Christianity began to spread at the time when this contact
was closest. We know that Indiamascetics occasionally visited the West, and that there was a colony
of Indian merchants at Alexandria. Th possibility of Indian influence on Neeplatonism and early

Christianity cannot be ruled out.
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Many authorities may doubt that Indian thought had any effect on that of the ancient West, but there
can be no doubt of its direct and indirect influence othe thought of Europe and America in the last
century and a half, though this has not received adequate recognition. This influence hast come
by way of organized neeHindu missions. The last eighty years have seen the foundatioof the
Theosophical Sorety, of various Buddhist societies, and of societies in Europe andAmerica looking
for inspiration to the saintly 19th-century Bengali mystic, Paramahamsa Ramakrishna, and to his
equally saintly disciple, Swami Vivekananda. Lesser organizations and groupsve been founded in
the West by other Indian mystics and their disciples, some of them noble, earneand spiritual,
others of more dubious character. Here and there Westerners themselves, sometimes armed with a
working knowledge of Sanskrit and first hand Indian experience, have tried to converthe Westto a
streamlined Yogaor Vedanta.We would in no way disparage these teachers or their followers, many
ofwhom are of great intellectual and spiritual caliber; but whatever we may thinlof the Western
propagators of Indian mysticism, we cannot claim that they have had any great effect on our
civilization. More subtle, but more powerful, has been the influence of Mahatma Gandhi, through the
many friends of India in the West whowere impressedby his burning sincerity and energy, and by
the ultimate success of his policy of nonviolence in achieving India's independence. Greater than
anyof these influences, however, has been the influence of ancient Indian religious literature through

philosophy.

The pioneers of the Asiatic Society of Bengal quickly gained a small but enthusiastic following in
Europe, and Goethe and many other writers of the early 19th century read all they could of ancient
Indian literature in translation. We know that Goethe borrowed a dede of Indian dramaturgy for
the prologue to "Faust"” and who can sayhat the triumphant final chorus of the second part of that
work was not in part inspired by the monism of Indian thought as he understood it? From Goethe
onwards most of the great Germanphilosophersknew something of Indian philosophy.
Schopenhauer, whose influence on literature and psychology has been so considerable, indeed
openly admitted his debt, and his outlook was virtually that of Buddhism. The monisms of Fichte and
Hegel might newer have taken the forms they did if it had not been for AnquetilDuperron's
translation of the Upanisads and the work of othepioneer Indologists. In the Engliskspeaking world
the strongest Indian influence was felt in America, where Emerson, Thoreand other New England

writers avidly studied much Indian religious literature in
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translation, and exerted immense influence on their contemporaries and successors, notably Walt

Whitman. Through Carlyle and others the German philosophers in their turn nae their mark on
England, as did the Americans through many late 19tbentury writers such as Richard Jeffries and

Edward Carpenter.

Though in the contemporary philosophical schools of Europe and America the monistic and idealist
philosophies of the last entury carry little weight, their influence has been considerable, and all of
them owe something at least to ancientindia. The sages who meditated in the jungles of the Ganges

Valley six hundred years or more before Christ are still forces in the world.

It is today something of an anachronism to speak of Western civilization or Indiancivilization. Until
very recently cultures were sharply divided, butnow, when India is but a thirty hours' journey from
London, cultural divisions are beginning to disappeatf a modus vivendi is reached between liberal
democracy and communism, and civilization survives, the world of the future will have a single
culture with, it is to be hoped, many local differences and variations. India's contribution to the
world's cultural stock has already been very large, and it will continue and groasher prestige and
influence increasesFor this reasonif for no other we must take account of her ancient heritage in its

successes and its failures, for it is no longer the heritage loidia alone, but of all mankind.

Arthur Llewellyn Basham (1914-1986), professor of South Asian history, was born on 24 May 1914
at Loughton, Essex, England, son of English parents Arthur Abraham Edward Basham and his wife
Maria Jane, néd hompson,who were both journalists. Asa child he learnedthe piano and by the age

of 16 had written several compositions; he continued to play throughout his life. In 1935 he published

a collection of his poetry entitledProem

After achieving first-class honours in IndeAryan studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London (BA, 1941; Ph.D., 1950), Basham served in civil defence during World War 1. In
1948 he was appointed lecturer in the history of India at the SOAS, becomireader in South Asian
history in 1953 and professor in 1957. He was director of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain
and Ireland in 1964-65. On 9 October 1942 he had married Violet Helen Kemp in the Rushadrish
church, Norfolk; they were later dvorced. He married Namita Catherine Shadaen, a 34year-old
Indian research student, on 11 November 1964 at the register office, Hampstead.

In 1965-79 Basham was foundation professor and head of the new department of Oriental (Asian)
civilisation(s) in the faculty of Oriental (Asian) studies at the Australian National University,
Canberra. He served as dean of the faculty from 1968 to 1970. His inspiration and leadership
contributed greatly to the expansion of Asian studies at ANU. Through his supervision of over
fifty doctoral students, both at the
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SOAS and at the ANU, he exercised a broad influence in his field. As well as providing intellectual
stimulus and concrete assistance, he showed kindness and personal concern to colleagues.

"AOEAI 8 O &5 h HsdtoAah Af Andia had been established by the publication in London of his
doctoralthesis( EOOT OU AT A $ pvikaS@E1) dadby hignouhdntalTHe ¥Vonder That
Was India(1954). In this book, which has been republished many times and translated into several
I ATCOACAOh EA OOEAA OI Al OAO O Aeltte ardval BfAhA RBIlimE £ )
in the sixteenth century. His fine and demanding scholarship concealed itself in an eaayd elegant
style. This work showed him as a historian and humanist with wide interests, a discerning
appreciation of art and literature,and an affection for the people and the land he made tliecus of
hisl EAZAS O xplbiski®y StudiESimMitdlian History and Culture (1964) and Aspects of Ancient
Indian Culture (1966), Basham editedPapers on the Date of Kaniskd968), The Civilizdions of
Monsoon Asig1974) and A Cultural History of India1975). He wrote about fifty research articles, a
similar number of review articles, and numerous contributions tcencyclopaedias.

In 19700 " Al@eamevice-president of the Australian Academyof the Humanities,of which he was

a foundation fellow, and in 1976 he was elected viepresident of the Asian Studies Association of
Australia. Due to his international stature and his efforts, the 28th International Congress of
Orientalists was held at tlre ANU in 1971. Basham served as president. In 1979 he was president of
the First International Conference on Traditional Asian Medicine, held in Canberra. This meetitey

to the formation of the International Association for the Study of Traditional Asiatedicine.

In the 1960s and 1970s Basharheld several visiting professorships in the UnitedStates ofAmerica
and India. His contribution to scholarship was recognisedby a D.Litt. fromthe University of London
(1966), honorary doctorates from the universties of Kurukshetra (1965) and Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara (1977), as well as the Bimala Churn Law gold medaltbe Asiatic Society ofCalcutta in
1975 andthe Desikottamaaward from the Visva-bharati University in 1985. Survived by his wife and
their son and daughter, Basham died of cancer on 27 January 1986 at Calcutta, India, and was buried
in the Old Military Cemetery of All Saints Cathedral, Shillong.

Analysis of the Chapter:

The most important quality of Indian culture is that it is able to maintain s continuity even
after the passage of so many years. The message of Karma mentioned in the Bhagvad Geeta will
always inspire the men who believe in doing karma. The Upanishads are the treasure house of Indian
Philosophy and they will keep influencing thethinkers. The teachings of Bhagvad Geeta are globally
OAT T xT AA AT A OEAU AOAT OAOCEO ET OEA x1 Ol AGO ¢
peacefulin comparison to the lives othe people ofthe Western countries this phenomenon increases
the charisma of Indian life.

Indian culture consisted of some iltraditions like sati system, animal sacrifice, child marriage,
castesystemor untouchability but now things are changing. Thadentity and character of thewhole
country is changing butthel T 1 UOEET C OE Avés lefydeyiof thelddiaA E AT CA
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culture.

The whole of SouthEast Asia was influenced by the Indiarculture especially of Buddhism to

a greater extent. In 5th century BC people from the Western India settled in Ceyloni.e. present
day Sri Lanka. This region was wholly converted to Buddhism especially during the reign or the
efforts of King Ashoka. Even Indian merchants discovered routes to Malaya, Sumatral other parts

of South-East Asia. After the merchants the Buddhist monks anthé Brahmans also went to these
regions and spread Indian culture in those parts. Sanskrit was the official languagé this area and
even some civilizations who successfully established their empire due to their naval power. Even
some memorials like Buddhst stupa of Borobodur in Java, or the Saivite temples of Angkan
Cambodia were built. Thoughmany countries like China and the Islamic world in SouthEast Asia
but mainly the influence came from India.

Indian Historians proudly called this regionorcd T T EAO AO OEA O' OAAOD/
Vijaya of Ceylon had won over an island apart from him no other conquest were done out of India.
The Indians colonies were peaceful and their chiefs were took in all the learning from India. Indian
culture was spreading towards north and during Mauryan period India and China came in contact
with eachother or around 2000 years agoduring the Hanempire AT T NOAOO8 #EET A AE
Indian ideas in their culture in totality but one cannot deny the debt of Indidor Buddhism.

India also gave gifts like rice, cotton, sugarcane, spices, the domestication of fowls, game of
chess and the decimal system. The influence of Indian culture over the Ancient West is disputed. Early
Christianity was influenced by Jewish sediut the monastic principles they followed were similar to
the Buddhism. Similarities have been found between the Indian culture especially Upanishads and
the New Testament, teachings of the Western philosophers, various spiritual philosophers.Though
there is no evidence that the Indian teachings had direct influence but the contact between the Indian

and the Western world cannot be denied.

The effect of the Indian influence was not due to a planned mission of the Hinduism. Many
societies like Theosophical sciety, Buddhist society or the European or American societies desired
to learn the teachings of Paramhamsa and Swami Vivekanand. Many groups were found in the
Western countries and many Westerners had the working knowledge of Sanskrit. They tried to bring
achangeto Yoga orVedanta.Thoughthey had many teacherswho propagatedthesethoughts but it
AATTT O AA OAEA OEAO OEAU AEAT 6O E Aiolehcdid éne ¢ ieEA A

finest instances that the Indian thought was popularizedh the West.
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Many writers gained the knowledge of translated versions of Indian literature. Like the writer

B.Com1stYear

Goethe used dramaturgy i.e. the theory and practice of dramatic composition in the introduction of
EEO Pl AU O0&ADOOE Al By the idlan AOnKEE. ITIR Gerdad pHildsdpieis Gké A
Schopenhauer, was the only one who accepted that he was indebted to the Buddhism which was
reflected in his literature and psychology. In America and other European countries many thinkers
and writers studied Indian religious literatures which were translated. The German philosophers
influenced England deeply. All thecountries in some or the other way followed Indian philosophies
and Indian culture existed in a since a long time back even before Christ. Ttidtures are avidly
divided due to geographical boundaries if all the nations leave other aspect and reach to common
point between democracy and communism thevhole world will be painted in one color which would
reflect Indian Culture. Therefore Indian culture not only belongsto India alone but also to the whole

world.

1. About the Author

A.L. Basham (Arthur Llewellyn Basham) was a prominent British historian and Indologist, known for
his expertise in ancient Indian history and culture.He was born in 1914nd passed away in 1986.

A N £ A N A 2 owoA
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Basham's The Wonder That Was India is one of the most widely read books on ancient Indian
history, appreciated for its thorough research ad accessible style.

2. Writing Style

Accessible and Engaging: Basham uses clear, straightforward language, making complex ideas and
historical facts easy to understand for readers unfamiliar with the subject.

Narrative-driven: He intertwines historical facts with vivid descriptions of life in ancient India,
creating a narrative that is not purely academic but also engaging.
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Non-Eurocentric Approach: Unlike many Western scholars of his time, Basham avoids the colonial
lens of portraying Indian civilization as inferior to the West. Instead, he presents a balanced and

APPOAAEAOEOA OEAx 1T &£ )T AEAGO OEAE AOI OO00AI EAC

Use of Evidence: Basham draws extensively from archaeological findings, ancient texts, and other
primary sources.He supports his interpretations with referencesto Vedicliterature, Buddhist texts,
and other historical records.

3. Themeand Setting

Ancient Indian Civilization: The book provides an extensive look at the history, culture, religioand
achievements of India from ancient tines to the beginning of the medieval period.

&1 AGO 11 #0O1 O0OOAI ' AEEAOAI AT 0O0q " AOEAI &I AGOAO
AOOh 1 EOAOAOOOAR OAEAT AAh 1 AOEAI AOCEAOh AT A PE
these areasand their impact on world civilization.

Religious and Philosophical Development: The book explores the origins of major Indian religions,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism, and their philosophical underpinnings.

Social Structure: Basham delves intthe social and political organization of ancient India, including
the caste system, the position of women, and economic systems.

Inter -cultural Influence: The book also discusses) T, A I,'EﬂAére‘ic(Donsi with other ancientcivilizations
like Greece, Rome,ad EET Ah OET xAAOET C )1 AEA8O OiI 1 A AO A

4. Characteristicsof the Chapter

Rich Descriptions: Basham vividly describes the daily lives, rituals, and customs of ancient Indians,
helping readers visualize the civilization.

Balance Between Religious and Secular Aspects: Basham emphasizes not just the religious and
philosophical achievements of India but also its secular advancements, particularly in art, science,
and literature.

Chronological Flow: He takes a chronological approadbeginning with the Harappan civilization and
covering the Vedic age, the Mauryan Empire, and the Gupta period, giving readers a broad
understanding of India's historical timeline.

Global Context: The book often places India in the broader context of workdstory, comparing its
development with that of contemporary civilizations.

Objective Analysis: While being appreciative of ) T A Bpdst) BEasham does not shy away from
17
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discussing the societal flaws, like the rigidity of the caste system or the subondite status ofwomen
in ancient society.

5. Important Points

Harappan Civilization: Basham gives detailed accounts of the urban planning, architecture, and
economy of the Indus Valley Civilization, emphasizing its sophistication.

VedicCulture: The chapter coversthe transition from the Harappanto the Vedicperiod, focusingon
the rise of Aryan society and the development of early Vedic religious thought.

Short Questionsand Answers

1. Q: Who was A.L. Basham? A: A.L. Basham was a British historian and Indstpgnown for his
works on ancient Indian history, particularly The Wonder That Was India.

2.Q: What is the primary focus of The Wonder That Was India? A: The book focuses on the history,
culture, and achievements of ancient Indian civilization, emphasizings contributions to art,
literature, science, and religion.

3. Q: What was one of the key features of the Harappan civilization according to Basham? A: The
Harappan civilization was known for its advanced urban planning, including grighatterned cities,
drainage systems, and standardized weights and measures.

4.Q:How does Basham viewihe caste systenin ancient India?A: While acknowledgingthe societal
structure it provided, Basham also critiques the rigid caste system for its restrictions andequalities.

5. Q: How did the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka influence Indian culture? A: Ashoka promoted
Buddhism, nonviolence, and ethical governance, significantly impacting Indian society and
spreading Indian culture to other parts of Asia.

CHAPTER 3
AN! 342/ , | DA62BYR.KNARAYAN

Punctually at midday he opened his bag and spread out his professional equipment, whiobnsisted

of a dozen cowrie! shells, a square piece of cloth with obscure mystic charts on it, a notebook and a
bundle of palmyra writing. His forehead was resplendent with sacred ash and vermilion,2 and his
eyes sparkled with a sharp abnormal gleam which was really an outcome of a continual searching
look for customers, but whichhis simple clients tookto be aprophetic light and felt comforted. The
power of his eyes was considerably 1. A cowrie j ET O @Jja énipll snail
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commonly found in warm, shallow waters of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 2. Here, obscure means
"difficult to understand" and mystic means"having hidden or secretmeanings."Palmyra(pali A9 O
refers to paper made from the ¢éaves of the palmyra tree. The man's forehead is full of splendor
(resplendent) in that it is painted with dark ash ande s[ a red pigment called vermilion. Encountering
the Unexpected What do customers misunderstand about the astrologer? 56 UNIT 1 THE SHOR
STORY enhanced by their positioplaced as they were between the painted forehead and the dark
whiskers which streamed down his cheeks: even a haliit's eyes would sparkle in such a setting. To
crown the effect he wound a saffrorcolored3 turban aroundhis head. This color scheme never failed.
People were attracted to him as bees are attracted to cosmos or dahlia stalks. He sat under the boughs
of a spreading tamarind tree which flanked a path running through the Town Hall Park. It was a
remarkable placein many ways: a surging crowd was always moving up and down this narrow road
morning till night. A variety of trades and occupations was represented all along its way: medicie
sellers, sellers of stolen hardware and junk, magicians and, above all, antareer of cheap cloth,
who created enough din all day to attract the whole town. Next to him in vociferousness4 came a
vendor of fried groundnuts,5 who gave his ware a fancy name each day, calling it Bombay@zeam
one day, and on the next Delhi Almondnd on the third Raja'sDelicacy, and so on and so forth, and
people flocked to him. A considerable portion of this crowd dalliedbefore the astrologerOT > 8 4 E
astrologer transacted his business bythe light of a flare which crackled and smoked up above the
groundnut heap nearby. Half the enchantment of the place was due to the fact that it did not have the
benefit of municipal lighting. The place was fiup by shop lights. One or two had hissing gaslights,
some had naked flares stuck on poles, some were lit up by old cycle lamps and one or two, like the
astrologer's, managed without lights of their own. It was a bewildering crissross of light rays and
moving shadows. This suited the astrologer very well, for the simple reason that he had not in the
least intended to be an astrologer when he began life; and he knew more of what was goingo
happento others than he knewwhat was goingto happen to himself next minute. He was as much a
stranger to the stars as were his innocent customers. Yet he said things which pleased and astonished
everyone: that was more a matter of study, practice and shrewd guesswork. All the same, it was as
much an honest man'sabor as any other, and he deserveithe wages he carriechomeat the endof a
day.Hehad left his village without any previous thought or plan. If he had continuedhere he would
have carried on the work of his forefathersnamely, tilling the land, living, marrying and ripening in
his cornfield and ancestral home. But that was not to be. He had to leave home without telling anyone,
and he could not rest till he left it behind a couple of hundred miles. To a villager it is a great deal, as
if an ocean flaved between. He had a working analysis of mankind's troubles: marriage, money and
the tangles of human ties. Long practice had sharpened his perception. Within five minutes he
understood what was wrong. He charged three pice per question and never opendd mouth till the
other had spoken for at least ten minutes, which provided him enough stuff for a dozen answers and
advices. When he told the person before him, gazing at his palm, "In many ways you are not getting
the fullest results for your efforts,” nne out of ten were disposed to agree with him. Or he questioned:
"Is there any woman in your family, maybe even a distant relative, who is not well disposed7 towards
you?" Or he gave an analysif character:"Most of your troubles are dueto your nature. How canyou
be otherwise with Saturn where he is? You have an impetuous nature and a rough exterior.” This
endeared him to their hearts immediately, for even the mildest of us loves to think that he has a
forbidding exterior. The nuts-vendor blew out hisflare and rose to go home. This was a signal for the
astrologer to bundleup too, sinceit left him in darknessexceptfor alittle shaft of greenlight which
strayed in
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from somewhere and touched the ground before him. He picked up his cowrie shellsdca
paraphernalia and was putting them backinto his bagwhen the greenshaft oflight was blotted out;
he looked up and saw a man standing before him. He sensed a possible client and said: "You look so
careworn. It will do you good to sit down for a whileand chat with me." The other grumbled some
vague reply. The astrologer pressed his invitation; whereupon the other thrust his palm under his
nose, saying: "You call yourself an astrologer?” The astrologer felt challenged and said, tilting the
other's palm towards the green shaft of light: "Yours is a nature ..." "Oh, stop that," the other said.
"Tell me something worthwhile...." Our friend felt piqued, "I charge only three pice per questioand
what you get ought to be good enoughfor your money " At this the other withdrew his arm,
took out an anna and flung it out to him, saying, "I have some questions to ask. If | prove you are
bluffing, you must return that anna to me with interest." "If you find my answers satisfactory, will
you give me five rupees?"8No." "Or will you give me eight annas?"All right, provided you give me
twice as much if you are wrong," said the stranger. This pact was accepted after a little further
argument. The astrologer sent up a prayer to heaven as the other lit a cheroot.9%eTdmstrologer caught
aglimpse of his faceby the matchlight. There was a pauseascarshooted on the road, jutka'® drivers
swore at their horses and the babble of the crowd agitated the serdarkness of the park. The other
sat down, sucking his cheroot, pfing out, sat there ruthlessly. The astrologer felt very
uncomfortable. "Here, take your anna back.| am not used to such challenges.It is late for me
today. " He made preparations to bundle up. The othdreld his wrist and said, "Youcan't getout of
it now. You dragged me in while | was passing." The astrologer shivered in his grip; and his voice
shook and became faint. "Leave me today. | will speak to you tomorrow." The other thrust his palm
in his faceand said,"Challengeis challenge.Goon." The agtrologer proceededwith his throat drying
up. "There is a woman "Stop," said the other. "I don't want all that. Shall | succeed in my present
search or not? Answer this and go. Otherwise | will not let you go till you disgorge" all your coins."
The astrologer muttered a few incantations and replied, "All right. | will speak. But will you give me
a rupee if what | say is convincing? Otherwise | will not open my mouth, and you may do what you
like." After a good deal of haggling the other agreed. The astrgkr said, "You were left for deadAm
I right?" "Ah, tell me more." "A knife has passed through you once?" said the astrologer. "Good fellow!"
He bared his chest to show the scar. "What else?" "And then you were pushed into a well nearby in
the field. Youwere left for dead." "l should have been dead if some passerby had not chanced to peep
into the well," exclaimed the other, overwhelmed by enthusiasm. "When shall | get at him?" he asked,
clenching his fist. "In the next world," answered the astrologer. "#ldied four months ago in a faoff
town. You will never see any more of him." The other groaned on hearing it. The astrologer
proceeded. "Guru NayaK "You know my name!" the other said, taken aback. 12 "Aknow all other
things. Guru Nayak, listen carfelly to what | have to say. Your village is two days' journey due north
of this town. Take the next train and be gone. | see once again great danger to your life if you go from
home." He took out a pinch of sacred ash and held it out to him. "Rub it oruydoreheadand gohome.
Nevertravel southward again, andyou will live to be a hundred.™Why should | leave home again the
other said reflectively.13 "I was only going away now and then to look for him and to choke out his
life if I met him." He shook Iis head regretfully. "He has escaped my hands. | hope at least he died as
he deserved.""Yes," said the astrologer. "He was crushed under a lorry."14 The other looked gratified
to hear it. The place was deserted by the time the astrologer picked up his afés and put them into
his bag. The green shaft was also gone, leaving the place in darkness and silence. The stranger had
gone off into the night, after giving the astrologer a handful of coins. It was nearly midnight when the
astrologer reached home. Hisvife was waiting for him at
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the door and demanded an explanation. He flung the coins at her and said, "Count them. One man
gave all that." "Twelve and a half annas," she said, counting. She was overjoyed. "I can buy some
jaggeryl5and coconut tomorrow. The childhas been askingor sweets forso many days now. Iwill
prepare some nice stuff for her." "The swine has cheated me! He promised me a rupee," said the
astrologer. She looked up at him. "You look worried. What is wrong?" "Nothing." After dinnegitting
on the pyol, he told her, "Do you know a great load is gone from me today? | thought | hthd blood
of a man on my hands all these years. That was the reason why | ran away from home, settlect
and married you. He is alive." She gasped, "Youed to kill!" "Yes, in ourvillage, when | was a silly
youngster. We drank, gambled and quarreled badly one dayhy think of it now? Time to sleep," he
said, yawning, and stretched himself on the pyol.

About the Author z R.K. Narayan (1906 z2001)
Full Name:RasipuramKrishnaswamilyer Narayanaswami.
Oneof the pioneers of Indian Writing in English,alongwith Mulk RajAnandand RajaRao.

His stories are usually setin the fictional town of Malgudi, which representsthe essenceof small-
town South Indianlife.

Style:Known for simple, conversational Englishwith Indian sensibilities. He avoided heavy
ornamentation in language and wrote for the common reader.

Themes:Middle-classlife, humanfollies, irony of fate, subtle humor.

Awards: SahityaAkademiAward (1960), PadmaBhushan(1964), PadmaVibhushan(2001).
Famous Works:

Swamiand Friends (1935) z his first novel.

The Guide(1958) z won SahityaAkademiAward, later adaptedinto afilm.

Malgudi Daysz short stories collection, immortalized in TV serial

Writing Stylein An! OO OT 1 bag A0S O
R.+8 . A OA UiAdniGud an®easyto vecognize:
1. Simplicity of Language

Hewrites in clear, straightforward Englishwithout complexvocabulary.
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Example:The astrologer is describedin plain words 7 O ( Had left his village without any previous
OEIl OCEO 1T O bl Al 80

2.lrony and Humor

s x oz N s A

The astrologer, though afraud, is presentedin an amusinglight ashe confidently deceivespeople.

3. PsychologicalRealism

Narayanunderstandsthe inner working of ordinary people.

The astrologer knows humanweaknessegmoney, marriage, enemies)and usesthis to trick
customers.

4. Suspenseand Twist Ending

The whole story builds towards a shockingrevelation z the astrologer was oncea criminal who
tried to murder a man.

FEE PN s A =

5. Indian Background
Settingsare authentically Indian: busy marketplace,oil lamps,vendors,rural beliefsin astrology.

Characters feel rehtable to Indian readers, while still universal in their struggles

Themes of the Story (Detailed)
1. Fatevs.Free Will
The story highlights the power of destiny over human effort.

The astrologer pretends to control B A T bfatd Buronically, he himself is trapped by his past
actions.
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The O O O A Tsqd8edd@pearanceproves that fate eventually catchesup.

Quote:O 4 EnAnwho soughtto kill had beensaved,and the one who thought he was a murderer
xAO OAO AEOAABDH

2. Deceptionand Survival

The astrologer makesaliving by bluff, without real knowledge.

His trade is survival in a competitive worldz he must cheat or starve.

This reflects how society sometimesforces peopleinto roles of deception.

3. Crime, Guilt,and Redemption

The astrologer carries the burden of a crime (attempted murder).
All his life, he hides from his past.

When he meetsthe victim alive, he feelsliberated from guilt.

His redemption is accidental, not earned.

4. lllusion vs.Reality
Customersbelievethe astrologer has divinepowers.
Reality: He simply reads® A | Ddxpgkdsgibnsand guessescleverly.

The story suggeststhat much of what we believeasO © O b A O T igb&sédoriliusion.

5.Irony of Life
The astrologer,who claimsto predict | O E Av@c6uld not predict his own fate.
His victim, whom he thought dead, reappears to free him.

Life works in mysterious, ironic ways.

Character Sketch (Detailed)
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The Astrologer
Appearance:Wearssaffron turban, sacredash,and vermilion to look holy.
Profession:Fraud z hasno real knowledgeof astrology, but sharp observational skills.
Traits:
Clever,witty, and quick-thinking.

Survivor z adaptsto city life after running away from his village.

Haunted by guilt of attempted murder.

ChangeAt the end, he feelsrelieved and lighter, having discoveredhis victim is alive.

Symbolism: Represents the duality of mag outwardly spiritual, inwardly flawed.

The Stranger(Guru Nayak)
Personality: Rough,aggressiveyevenge-driven.
Purpose: Wants to find and kill the man who attacked him yearga.
Irony: He consultsthe sameastrologer who oncetried to murder him.

Symbolism: Represents fate catching up with the past.

1 OOOT IWifeCA OB O
Nature: Simple,innocent, practical.
Role:Providescontrast andcomicrelief z worried about daily earnings.
51 AxAOAT AOGOGd 3EA ET T x0O0 11 OEETC T &£ EAO EOOAAT AG

Symbolism:Domesticlife andinnocence,comparedto her E O O A Aguildahd@»ecrets.

Important Word Meanings
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Cowrie shellsz small shellsusedfor divination.

Connoisseurz expert judge in matters of taste.

Esotericz understood by a small group with specialknowledge. Garrulous
z excessively talkative.

Menacingz threatening, suggestingharm. Shrewdz

having sharp judgment.

Tranquil z calm, peaceful. Paraphernalia

miscellaneousarticles.

CHAPTERz 4

Swami Vivekananda - "Chicago Speech(1893)"

Swami Vivekananda (18631902) is best known in the United States for his groundbreaking speech to the 1893

71 01 ABO 0AOI EAI AT O 1T £ 2eAHit@dmitd AeriEd andxc&ll€d Aok religidus tBldraDd®@ bnd ér
end to fanaticism. Born Narendranath Dutta, he was the chief disciple of the 19tlkentury mystic Ramakrishna and the
founder of Ramakrishna Mission. Swami Vivekananda is also considered a kigyre in the introduction of Vedanta anc
Yoga to the West and is credited with raising the profile of Hinduism to that of a world religion.

Speechdelivered by SwamiVivekananda on Septemberll,1893,at the first Wo r | Badiament of
Religionson the site of the presentday Art Institute

Sisters and Brothers of America,

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response to the warm and cordial welcome which you have given
us. | thank you in the name of the most ancient order of monks in the world, | thank you in the name of the
mother of religions, and | thank you in the name of millions and millions of Hindu people of all classes and sects.
My thanks, also, to some of the speakers on this platform who, referring to the delegates from the Orient, have
told you that these men from far-off nations may well claim the honor of bearing to different lands the idea of

toleration. | am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world both tolerance and universal
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acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we accept all religions as true. | am proud to belong
to a nation which has sheltered the persecuted and the refugees of all religions and all nations of the earth. | am
proud to tell you that we have gathered in our bosom the purest remnant of the Israelites, who came to

Southern India and took refuge with us in the very year in which their holy temple was shattered to pieces by
Roman tyranny. | am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is still fostering the remnant of the
grand Zoroastrian nation. | will quote to you, brethren, a few lines from a hymn which | remember to have
repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every o
streams having their sources in different paths which men take through different tendencies, various though

t hey appear, crooked or straight, al | |l ead to Thee.

The present convention, which is one of the most august assemblies ever held, is in itself a vindication, a
declaratonto t he wor |l d of the wonderful doctrine preache
what soever for m, I reach him; all men are strugglin
bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fanaticism, have long possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the
earth with violence, drenched it often and often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations
to despair. Had it not been for these horrible demons, human society would be far more advanced than it is now.
But their time is come; and | fervently hope that the bell that tolled this morning in honor of this convention may
be the death-knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen, and of all uncharitable

feelings between persons wending their way to the same goal.

About the Author

Swami Vivekananda, originally known as Narendranath Datta, was born in 1863 in Kolkata. He was a great
spiritual leader, philosopher, and a disciple of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. He played a major role in spreading
the philosophy of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western world. Vivekananda believed in the upliftment of humanity
through spiritual awareness and social service. He also founded the Ramakrishna Mission, which continues to

work for education and welfare. His personality reflected confidence, intelligence, and deep compassion.

Background of the Speech
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The speech was delivered at the Parliament of the W
understanding among different religions. Vivekananda initially faced difficulties in getting a chance to speak, but
when he finally did, he created history. Hi s openin
him with the audience and received a standing ovation. This moment marked the beginning of a speech that

would leave a lasting global impact.

Themes of the Speech

Universal Brotherhood

One of the central themes of the speech is universal brotherhood. Vivekananda addressed the audience as his
own brothers and sisters, which reflected his belief that all human beings are part of one global family. He
emphasized that love and unity should replace hatred and division. His message encouraged people to look
beyond boundaries of nation, religion, and culture.

Religious Tolerance and Acceptance

Vivekananda proudly stated that he belonged to a religion that not only tolerates but accepts all religions as true.
He highlighted that Hinduism teaches respect for all faiths and believes in coexistence. This idea promotes

peace and mutual respect in a diverse world where different beliefs exist.

Criticism of Fanaticism

Another important theme of the speech is the criticism of religious fanaticism and intolerance. Vivek
described sectarianism, bigotry, and faziain as destructive forces that have caused violence and suf
throughout history. He expressed hope that such evils would soon end and that humanity would mc
towards peace.

Unity of Religions
Vivekananda beautifully explained that all religione different paths leading to the same ultimate trutt

compared religions to rivers that flow into the same ocean. This idea promotes harmony and remov
sense of superiority among religions.
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Pride in Indian Culture
The speech also reflects Vivekam d a6 s pride in I ndiabds spirit:?u

accepting people from different religions and cultures. By doing so, he presented India as a land of
wisdom, and inclusiveness.

Speaking Style

Emotiona | and Engaging Opening

Vi vekanandads speaking style is best remembered for
audi ence as ASisters and Brothers of America, 0 he c

formal barriers and made the audience feel respected and connected.

Simple yet Powerful Language

His language was simple, clear, and easy to understand, yet it carried deep meaning. He avoided complicated
expressions and instead used words that directly touched the hearts of the listeners. This simplicity made his

message accessible to everyone.

Confident and Assertive Tone

Vivekananda spoke with great confidence and authority. His tone was assertive but not aggressive, which helped

him present his ideas effectively. His confidence reflected his deep belief in the message he was delivering.

Blend of Logic and Emotion

Another striking feature of his speaking style is the balance between logic and emotion. He supported his ideas
with reasoning while also appealing to the emotions of the audience. This combination made his speech both

convincing and inspiring.

Use of Repetition and Emphasis
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Vivekananda used repetition to highlight important ideas such as unity and tolerance. His emphasis on key words

and phrases helped reinforce his message and made it memorable.

Word Meanings

Sectarianism i Narrow-minded division based on religion

Bigotry i Intolerance towards people with different beliefs

Fanaticism i Extreme and blind religious belief

Universal i Applicable to all people

Harmony 1 Peaceful coexistence

Tolerancei Respecting otherso6 beliefs and opinions

Spirituality i Concern with soul and higher values

Significance of the Speech

The Chicago Speech was a turning point in the global recognition of Indian culture and spirituality. It changed the
way the Western world perceived India and established Vivekananda as a global spiritual leader. The speech
promoted interfaith dialogue and inspired people to adopt a more inclusive and peaceful approach towards life. It

also instilled a sense of pride and confidence among Indians during the colonial period.

Conclusion

Swa mi Vivekanandabés Chicago Speech is a timeless me
teaches us that despite our differences, we are all connected as human beings. His words continue to inspire

generations and remind us of the importance of harmony in a diverse world.

CHAPTER T 5

Introduction to Sundarkand of Valmiki' s Ramayan
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The Title:

The Sundara Kanda is really sundara, beautiful. The sadness began in Ayodhya kanda. In Aranya
sadness increased because of the kidnapping of Sita. It became worse in Kishkinda kanda becau
did not know the whereabits of Sita nor did Sita know His whereabouts. But everything sundar (be
began to happen in Sundara kanda. Rama came to know about Sita and Sita got news from Rama. \
got an assurance from Hanumaniji. Sugreeva was happy because the heohaskegiven to Rama to fi
Sitaji could be fulfilled. The monkeys would have died if Sita had not been found, but Hanuman sa
lives. So, beautiful things happen in Sundara kanda. It is in fact sundara for the rakshasas also, be
end wa coming nearer. They were going to give up their lives in the holy shower of Ramchandraji ar
it was sundar for them also. Everybody got assurance, hope and joy. That is why it is called Sund
Tilaka, one of the greatest commentatorsaf8uar a Kanda, says, 0O0Sunda
Kat ha, Sundare sundar.i Sita, Sundare kim na
Beautiful among the most beautiful is the Story; Beautiful among the most beautiful i/Béhis there |
it which is not beautiful?

This part of the Ramayana contains poetic descriptions of several beautiful objects, places and peopl
the poet describes, Sri Lanka, Pushpaka Vimana, The Asoka forest, The Madhuvana, Hanuman,&
Ravana, or the moonrise, he goes into poetic rapture. This section is about the exploits of Hanuma
an extremely beauti ful person as the poet d
Hanuman also has a naiine@ S u n d a r & settibn thatsa full comprehensive description of Sri R
possibly the most handsome person ever born is given and so the sage must have thought that tt
that name.

Plot:

The Sundara Kanda mainly f ocuwvdien ardmedication fordhes divi
Lord Ram. It commences with the departure of Hanuman in search of Sita arwdteridam ready to cro
the ocean for Lanka in order to liberate Sita.

The story narrated in brief is as follows: Hanuman at the suggesti encouragement given by Jamb
decided to cross the Ocean and reach Sri Lanka. He promised his friends that he would search a
Sita in Sri Lanka. The assembled Devas wanted to test the efficiency of Hanuman and sent Devi Su
him. She took the form of a Rakshasi and informed him that he should enter her mouth and becomg
Hanuman increased his size to a very mega form. Surasa also made her mouth sufficiently big t
Hanuman. At that time Hanuman reduced his bodg tot humb si ze |jumped i

Surasa blessed him and the devas were very sure that Hanuman can do the job assigned to him.
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After this a Rakshasi called Simhika caught hold of his shadow and started dragging him to her mot
she can eat him. Hanuman again increased the size of the body and killed Simhika. After this Hanum:
the city of Sri Lanka. There he took a small midget form before entering the city, to avoid detection.
Lanka Devatha stopped him and challethdnim. He hit her with his clenched fist and she fell down
realised that the end of the city of Sri Lanka was nearing and blessed Hanuman in his endeavour.
t hen searched all over the city i ncl lotthat heghasRe
Sita but he concluded immediately that she who was living a life of luxury could not be Sita.

Later he located Sita in the Asoka forest which was attached to the harem of Ravana. She was slee
floor, had not taken bath noraihiged her dresses. She also had removed akssantial ornaments and h
them on a tree. While he was watching Ravana paid a visit to Sita and requested her to be his wife. ¢
and told him that the only way for him to continue to live wasve ber back to Rama. Becoming furiou:
set a period of two months for her to live and instructed the Rakshasis to terrorise her and make he
his proposal. While the Rakshasis were trying their best, Trijata, the daughter of VibhishanaRakktiees
about her dream in which she clearly foresaw the defeat and death of Ravana and the victory of
Rakshasis were scared because of this. However Sita dejected by her situation decided to commit
hanging by her own hair. Hanumaiding in the tree related the story of Rama up to that point and
this Sita became enthused.

Hanuman appeared before her, after all Rakshasis were asleep and related to her the adventures
also gave her signet Ring of Rama as the ifleation. He also requested her to ride on his back and
Rama. Sita refused this offer saying that tt
woman would not touch another male willingly. She also gave him her pearl haih l®mentification. Th
brooch was given to her by her father. She also told him story of the crow, which attacked her and t
put a Tilak on her forehead with a red stone.

Hanuman took leave of Sita and while returning made up his mind to seeaResrevell as the city of Lan
To draw attention to himself, he destroyed the Asoka forest. Ravana sent many of his warriors inc
younger son Akshaya Kumara to capture Hanuman. However Hanuman killed all of them. Then Ra
his elder sonrdrajit to capture Hanuman who succeeded by using his Brahma Asthra. Though he be
due to his boon, Hanuman seemingly submitted himself to the rakshasas and reached the court
Becoming angry Ravana awarded the capital punishment to Handdtosvever Vibhishana, the youn
brother of Ravana pointed out that such a pu
Ravana ordered the Rakshasas to set fire to the tail of Hanuman. However acceding to the prayer ¢
head the news from other Rakshasis, the God of fire did not hurt Hanuman. Hanuman escaped
clutches of the Rakshasas by his sheer prowess, and using the fire in his tail, set fire to the city of L

Then he took leave of Sita and jumped back ¢oatfner shore. He then related his story to his friends an
together decided to tell it to Sri Rama. On their way back to Sri Rama, they destroyed the honey
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King Sugreeva. They then reached Kishkinda and relate in detail about how thdyekawable to find Si
and how she is sad, guarding her virtue and would die after two months.

Hanuman in this section has been described as one for whom nothing is impossible. He is the emb
faith, devotion, and loyalty to the master, fearlessrend sel€onfidence. The story points out that suc
is the outcome of such an attitude. It teaches us that if we want to be successful in life we have to c
above gualities.

Conclusion:

The real beauty of Sunderkand lies in its revelatbspiritual truth and the path of a successful life.
Sunder Kand is considered to be auspicious to read. Legends say by reading the Sundara kanda
fame and wealth. It helps human beings in Kalyug to overcome problems. According toahefligiindus
Sundara Kanda is a mine where we can draw powers to support oneself in all worldly situations. Peo
that reading or hearing the story is a panacea and final solution for all ills and all problems.

About the Author

Valmiki is regaded as théAdi Kavidor the first poet of India. He composed the Ramayana in Sanskrit,
is one of the oldest and most revered epics in world literature. Va@mikik is not just a story but a guid
ideal life, morality, and dharma. His poetiaraion combines emotion, philosophy, and storytelling, m:
the Ramayana timeless and universally relevant.

Background of Sundar Kand

The Sundar Kand comes after the events where Sita is abducted by Ravana and taken to Lanka. |
along with Lalshmana and the Vanara army, begins the search for her. Hanuman is chosen to cros:
and find Sita. This kand narrates Hanu@gourney, his meeting with Sita, and his return with valt
information. It forms a crucial turning point in the Ramagaleading to the eventual war between Ram
Ravana.

Themes of Sundar Kand

Devotion (Bhakti)

The central theme of Sundar Kand is devotion. Han@namvavering devotion to Lord Rama is evit
throughout the story. He undertakes the dangerous jotonenka not for personal glory but out of pure
and dedication. His actions reflect complete surrender and faith in Rama, making him an ideal devc
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Courage and Strength

Hanumai® journey to Lanka demonstrates immense courage and physical st@mging the vast oce
facing demons, and entering the en@nkyngdom alone require extraordinary bravery. However, his st

Is not just physical but also mental and spiritual, as he remains calm and focused throughouit.

Intelligence and Wisdom

Apart from strength, Hanuman uses intelligence and strategy to accomplish his mission. He change
observes the surroundings carefully, and speaks wisely when he meets Sita. His ability to think and
makes him successful in a challengiitgation

Good over Evil

The Sundar Kand reinforces the idea that good always triumphs over evil. Despite GR@oaver an
arrogance, Hanumansuccess in Lanka symbolizes the beginning of R@valsavnfall. It assures that tr
and righteousness wiliitimately win.

Hope and Faith

Sita, held captive in Lanka, represents hope and patience. Even in difficult circumstances, she rema
to Rama. Hanuma arrival brings hope and reassurance, showing that faith can sustain individuals
thedarkest times.

Character Analysis

Hanuman

Hanuman is the central character of Sundar Kand. He represents devotion, strength, intelligence, an
Despite his immense power, he remains humble and always credits Rama for his success. His €helna
the importance of selfless service and faith.

Sita
Sita symbolizes purity, patience, and unwavering faith. Even in captivity, she refuses@®adanaces a
remains devoted to Rama. Her strength lies in her moral values and inner resilience.

Ravana
Ravana is portrayed as a powerful but arrogant king. His intelligence and strength are overshado\
ego and immoral actions. He represents the consequences of pride and wrongdoing.

Narrative Style

Descriptive and Poetic Expression
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Valmiki uses rich and vivid descriptions to narrate the events of Sundar Kand. The scenes, emot
actions are described in a poetic manner, making the story engaging and expressive.

Use of Imagery ) i i
The text is filled with imagery that helps readers visualizaiai® journey, Lank& beauty, and Sif
sorrow. This makes the narrative more impactful and immersive.

Moral and Philosophical Tone
The narrative is not just storytelling but also carries deep moral and philosophical lessons. It er
dharma, deotion, and righteousness.

Word Meanings

Devotionz Deep love and dedication towards God
Couragez Ability to face danger bravely
Resiliencez Ability to recover from difficulties
Virtue z Moral excellence

Dharmaz Duty and righteousness

Egoz Excessive pde

Wisdomz Ability to make good decisions

Significance of Sundar Kand

The Sundar Kand holds great spiritual and cultural importance. It is often recited by devotees for
peace, and protection. The kand highlights the power of devotion amdfaiving that even the most diffic
challenges can be overcome with determination and belief. It also plays a crucial role in the Ran
setting the stage for the battle between Rama and Ravana.

Conclusion

The Sundar Kand of the Ramayana is aubéul and inspiring narrative that teaches values of dev
courage, intelligence, and faith. Through the character of Hanuman, it shows how selfless se
unwavering belief in righteousness can lead to success. Its message remains relessagenerations a
continues to inspire millions.

The Sundar Kand is important because it highlights Han@rdewvotion and plays a crucial role in
Ramayan& storyline. The main message of Sundar Kand is that devotion, courage, and faith
overcome any difficulty. Hanuman is considered an ideal character because he combines stre
humility and intelligence. Sita represents patience and faith, while Ravana represents arrogance an
kand teaches that good ultimately triumphs owdraad that faith in righteousness always leads to suct
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Introduction

Comprehension skills refer to the ability toread, understand, interpret, and analyze written texts effectively.
These skills are essential not only for academic success but also for practical communication in everyday lif
good reader does not just read words but understands the deeper meaningtantion, and context behind
them. This unit focuses on developing key reading techniques and analytical abilities such as skimming,
scanning, identifying main ideas, making inferences, and analyzing unseen passages related to Indian histo
society, andart.

Reading Techniques: Skimming and Scanning
Skimming

Skimming is a reading technique used to get a general idea or overview of a text quickly. It involves reading
headings, subheadings, introductory lines, and concluding parts of a passage to undgnsl the overall theme.
The reader does not focus on every word but tries to grasp the central idea. Skimming is useful when time i
limited or when the reader wants to decide whether the text is relevant.

For example, when reading a newspaper article, auslent may skim through it to understand the topic and
main argument without going into detailed reading. This technique helps in improving speed and efficiency.

Scanning

Scanning is a technique used to locate specific information within a text. Unlike skining, scanning requires
the reader to look for particular words, dates, names, or facts. The reader moves their eyes quickly over the
text until the required information is found.

For instance, while searching for a specific date in a history passage atefinition in a paragraph, scanning is
the most effective method. It saves time and helps in quickly extracting relevant details.

Identifying the Main Idea and Theme

Identifying the main idea is one of the most important comprehension skills. The main ideefers to the centra
point or the most important message that the author wants to convey. It is often found in the introduction or
conclusion of a passage, but sometimes it is implied within the text.

The theme, on the other hand, is the underlying meage or broader concept of the text. While the main idea i
specific, the theme is more general and abstract. For example, a passage about freedom fighters may have
main idea focused on a particular event, while the theme could be patriotism or sacréic

To identify the main idea and theme, a reader must carefully analyze the text, look for repeated ideas, and
understand the purpose of the author.

Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions
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Making inferences means understanding something that is not dirélg stated in the text but can be logically
AT 1T Al OAAA AAOGAA 11 OEA CEOAT ET £ Oi AGET T8 )OO OAR
skills.

Drawing conclusions is closely related to inference. It involves forming a judgment or opimdyased on
evidence provided in the passage. The reader combines textual information with prior knowledge to arrive a
conclusion.

For example, if a passage describes a character shivering and wearing heavy clothes, the reader can infer t
the weatheris cold, even if it is not explicitly stated.

These skills enhance critical thinking and help readers understand deeper meanings beyond the surface ley
Analysing Unseen Passages on Indian History, Society, and Art

Analysing unseen passages involves res) a passage for the first time and answering questions based on it
These passages often relate to Indian history, society, and art, requiring both comprehension and contextue
understanding.

While dealing with such passages, the reader must first unddend the context. In passages related to Indian
history, the focus may be on events, movements, or important personalities. In passages related to society,
discussion may revolve around social issues, traditions, or cultural practices. In passages tetgto art, the
content may include literature, architecture, dance, or painting.

To analyze such passages effectively, the reader should read carefully, identify key ideas, understand
vocabulary, and interpret the tone and message of the author. It is alanportant to connect the passage with
general knowledge and cultural awareness.

Language and Vocabulary Development

A strong vocabulary plays a crucial role in comprehension. Understanding the meaning of difficult words hel
in grasping the overall mesage of the text. Readers should develop the habit of learning new words in conte
rather than memorizing them in isolation.

For example:

Skimming z Reading quickly to get a general idea
Scanningz Searching for specific information
Inference z A logical giess based on evidence
Conclusionz Final understanding or judgment
Themez Underlying message of a text

Contextz Background or situation of the text
Importance of Comprehension Skills

Comprehension skills are essential for academic success, competitiveams, and effective communication.
They improve reading speed, understanding, and analytical ability. These skills also help in developing critic
thinking, which is important for interpreting information in real -life situations.
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YT O AAUG Odrizeh vielrld) thefabilfyi td quickly understand and analyze texts is highly valuable.
Whether reading books, articles, or digital content, comprehension skills enable individuals to process
information effectively.

Conclusion

Comprehension is not just abouteading but about understanding, analyzing, and interpreting information.
Techniques like skimming and scanning help in efficient reading, while skills like identifying the main idea,
making inferences, and analyzing passages enhance deeper understandMgstering these skills enables
students to become confident readers and critical thinkers.

Comprehension Practice Passages

Passage 1: Indian Historyz The Revolt of 1857

The Revolt of 1857 was one of the earliest and most significant uprisings agdiisét e in India. It began as a mut
among Indian soldiers (sepoys) in the British East India Con@anyy but soon spread to various parts of the countn
immediate cause of the revolt was the introduction of new rifle cartridges that wereduwmbe greased with cow and pig
which hurt the religious sentiments of both Hindu and Muslim soldiers. However, the deeper causes include
dissatisfaction, economic exploitation, and social discrimination.

Leaders like Rani Lakshmibai dhansi, Bahadur Shah Zafar, and Tantia Tope played important roles in leading the 1
Although the revolt was eventually suppressed by the British, it marked a turning point in Indian history. It led t@tfilee
East India Compargy rule andhe beginning of direct control by the British Crown.

Questions

What was the immediate cause of the Revolt of 18577
Name any two leaders mentioned in the passage.
What were the deeper causes of the revolt?

Find a synonym ofsuppresseafrom the passage.

Find an antonym ofinitydfrom the passage.

abkrwbdPE

Passage 2: Indian Society Diversity in Unity

India is often described as a land of diversity. It is home to multiple religions, languages, cultures, and traditidashPe
differences, the people ofdia share a strong sense of unity. This concept is often referredimiasin Diversityo Festival
like Diwali, Eid, Christmas, and Pongal are celebrated with equal enthusiasm across the country.

Indian society is built on values of tolerance, reseud coexistence. People from different backgrounds live together pec
and contribute to the nati@n progress. However, challenges such as social inequality and cultural conflicts st
Overcoming these challenges requires mutual undersadd cooperation.

Questions )
1. What doesnity in Diversitypmean?
2. Name any two festivals mentioned in the passage.
3. What values form the foundation of Indian society?
4. Find a synonym ofenthusiasmfrom the passage.



I'enaissanc@

college of commerce & management

B.Com 1stYear Subject English

5. Find an antonym ofdlifferencéfrom the passage.

Passage 3: Indian Artz Classical Dance Forms

India has a rich tradition of classical dance forms that reflect its cultural heritage. Dance forms such as Bharatatiz
Kathakali, and Odissi are not just forms of entertainment boiteatseans of storytelling. These dances often depict storie
mythology and ancient scriptures.

Each dance form has its own unique style, costumes, and expressions. For example, Bharatanatyam is known fc
movements and strong footwork, whiKathak is famous for its graceful spins and storytelling techniques. These a
require years of training and dedication.

Today, classical dances are performed on both national and international stages, helping to presecugtimdladentityanc
promote it globally.

Questions

Name any two classical dance forms mentioned.
What is the purpose of classical dance forms?
How is Bharatanatyam different from Kathak?
Find a synonym o@_amousf)from the passage.
Find an antonym ofancienbfrom the @mssage.

arwbdPE

Passage 4: Indian Society Education and Change

Education plays a vital role in shaping society. In India, education has undergone significant changes over the ye
education was limited to certain sections of society, but todagdnisidered a fundamental right. Schools and universitie:
expanded, and more opportunities are available for students.

Education not only provides knowledge but also develops critical thinking and prebleimg skills. It helps individua
become rsponsible citizens and contributes to the n&ialevelopment. However, challenges such as lack of resourc
unequal access to education still exist in many parts of the country.

Efforts are being made by the government and various organizationgrtwverthe quality of education and make it acces
to all.

Questions

Why is education important in society?

How has education changed over time in India?
What challenges are mentioned in the passage?
Find a synonym of¥ital6from the passage.

Find anantonym oft@quabfrom the passage.

abkrwbdPE

Passage 5: Indian History & Culturez The Taj Mahal

The Taj Mahal is one of the most famous monuments in the world and a symbol of love. It was built by Mughal Emf
Jahan in memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal.dabed in Agra, the monument is made of white marble and is known
architectural beauty.

The construction of the Taj Mahal took several years and involved skilled artisans from different parts of the worign
combines elements of Persiaraisic, and Indian architecture. The symmetry and intricate carvings make it a masterp
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Today, the Taj Mahal attracts millions of tourists every year and is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. |
a testament to Indsrich cultural hetage.

Questions

Who built the Taj Mahal and why?

What materials were used in its construction?
What makes the Taj Mahal unique?

Find a synonym ofamousfrom the passage.

Find an antonym ofbeautyfrom the passage.

UNIT -l

arwpdPE

NOUN:

Nounis the nameof person,place,thing, ideaor feeling.Nounhas

Seven Basic kinds. These are as follows:

1. CommonNoun
2. ProperNoun

3. CollectiveNoun
4. Material Noun
5. AbstractNoun
6. CountableNoun

7. Uncountable Noun

1. Common Noun: Common Noun is a namegiven to any person, place, or thingin general.

Thename O A Trefefs to all boys (Rakesh,Raju, Amit,RajeshMayanketc.) but does not mention

s N oA 2 o~ AN
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but does not mentionany particular city. ThusOAEOUS8 EO A AT | dsédn ariicie 61 8

before a singular Common noun.)

2. Proper Noun: Proper noun is the namegivento aparticular person,placeor thing.

For example, Rakesh and Amit are the names of boys; Delhi, the name of a city; TajMahal, the
nameofamonument; Gangahe nameof ariver; Mt Everest,the nameof amountain range.Hence
Rakesh, MayankDelhi, Taj Mahal, Ganga and Mt. Evereate proper

nouns.Note:A Proper noun always beginswith acapital letter.

3. Collective Noun: A collective noun is a word or phrase that represents a group of people or
things but is treated asasingular entity (Hint: aO AT 1 1 AfAedptcorihiings). Eventhough you
cancount the individual membersof the group,you usuallythink of the individuals asagroup, a

whole, or as one unit.

A herd of animals
Classof students
Flock of birds

Pride of lions

= =_ = =4 =4

Choir of singers

4. Material Noun: It is simply anameof various raw materials or elementswhich existin nature
or the environment. Also, some of them are evolved from animals or plants after the
biodegradation process. Material nouns are formedrom nature like gold, silver, iron, coal,

rock, copper, aluminum, etc. The most
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important thing about this noun is that it only indicated the materials orsubstancesand not

people, places, etc.

Typesof Material Noun

1 Material nounsfor plants: Food,oil, coffee,medicine,perfume, tea, cotton,rubber, etc.
1 Material nounsfrom animals:Wool, meat,honey,egg,milk, leather, silk, etc.
1 Materialsfrom nature: Sand rock, rain, salt, water, silver, gold, diamond,coal air,
etc.
1 Humanmadematerial nouns:Alcohol,cement,charcoal,cheese paraffin,cloth,

utensil, brick, acid, etc.

5. Abstract Noun: Anabstractnounis aperson,place,or thing without aphysicalform, meaning

that apersoncannotinteract with abstractnounsusingtheir five sensessight, scent,taste,touch,

or hearing. Abstract nouns are abstract concepts, such as philosophies or emotions. They are
namesgivento somequality, feeling, state or action. Charity is anabstractnoun for it is the name

of a quality which cannot be seen but can only be understood by segicertain actions or
AAEAOGEI OOAI DPAOOGAOT T A&£# A PAOOI T8 &I O iddra@ifhki DI A
OEOI OCE O1T T AiTA80 AAOGET 1 O6h AOGO UT 6O AATTT O O1 O
6. Countable Noun: Countable nouns are for things we can count using numb&rThey have a
singular and a plural form. The singular form can use the determiner "a" or "an".

Singular Plural
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one cat two cats
onefish two fishes
oneman two men
oneidea two ideas
onedress two dresses

7. Uncountable Noun : Uncountable nouns are auns that come in a state orquantity that is
impossibleto count; liquids are uncountable,asare things that actlike liquids (sand,air). Abstract
ideas like creativity or courage are also uncountable. Uncountable nouns are always considered
to be singular, and canstand alone or be usedwith some,any,alittle, and much.Seethe examples

below for reference:

StudentsA I Ts@e@to havemuch homework thesedays.

Alot of equipment is required to play hockeysafely.

Pronoun:

Pro means 'for' or 'actingas." A pronoun is used as a substitute for a noun or a noun phrase. In
other words, it has all the characteristics of a noun: it can function as a
subject/object/complement in a sentence. Aronoun is used to avoid the repetitionof nouns or

noun phrases:
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1. Sureshwent to the market becauseSureshwanted to buy apen.i.e.Sureshwent to the market

because he wanted to buy a pen.

2. Walking is a form of exercise.Walking is easier than swimming. i.e. Walking is a form of
exercise. It is easier than swimming.

There are seventypes of pronouns:
i) Personal Pronouns: A pronoun used to place instead of any person is called a personal

pronoun. Personal pronoun usually indicates persons. For example, I,we, you, she, they, etc.

1) Personal pronouns: PersonalPronounsare pronouns that refer to a specificpersonor
thing in a sentence. Personal pronouns are marked in bold for easy identification:

| havea sweet puppet.

We havebeenplaying cardssincemorning.
You are very goodat English.

He had an evergreenmemory in his childhood.

Sheis goingto arrange ameetingwith her colleagues.

= = =4 =4 =4 =4

They will be playedin the final match.

u The Pronounswhich refer to the personor personsspeakingare called
Pronouns of the First Person; as:l, we, me,us,mine, and ours.
U The Pronouns which refer to the person or personsspokento are called

Pronouns of the SecondPerson; as:you, yours.
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U ThePronounswhich refer to the personor thing spokenof are called Pronouns of

the Third Person ; as: he, she, him, his, her, hers, they, thehegirs, and it.

Il) Possessive Pronouns: Possessive pronouns show who owns something described in a
sentence.Theyinclude mine, his, hers, its, ours, yours, their, andtheirs. Possessiveadjectives
are similar to possessivepronouns. However,the possessiveadjective comesbefore the object of
the sentence; the possessive pronoun is the object of the sentence.

Example:l had dinner with Janeand her brother, Michael.

His shoeswere old and worn.

li) Demonstrative Pronouns: Demonstrative pronouns point out a particular personor thing.
When used before nouns, however, they areonsidered adjectives (these books, those houses,
that flag).

Example:This, these, that, thoseSentence

Example 1: These are her books.

SentenceExample2: That isthe road shetook.

IV) Reflective Pronouns: When a pronoun consists of a reflection of the self, it isa reflexive
pronoun. For example,

He hurt himself.

Sheherselfturned up to the event.

Note: We canonly usethe reflexive pronoun asareflection of the subject,but notinstead of the

subject.
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V) Relative Pronouns: Arelative pronoun is aword that is related to the nounmentioned
before in the sentence. The relative pronoun also works as a conjunction in the sentence,

thus acting as a link between various sentences.

Heworks in that room which is alsolike his bedroom.

The manwhose bike was stolen cameto the police station today.lIt is the

best moviethat | ever watched.

| haveafriend whom | treat asmy teacher.

Vi) Interrogative Pronouns: Interrogative pronouns are used for asking questions in the
sentences. Examples of such pronouns are what, who, which, when, where, why, etc.

What is your name?

Where is the Taj Mahalsituated?

vii) Indefinite Pronouns: Whenthe pronoun describesa generalphenomenonandno one
specific in a sentene, that is an indefinite pronoun. For example,

One,all, some,no one,nobody, somebody,any,other, many,anyone,everyone,someoneetc.

Oneshould be carefulaboutl T Ab&hAviorin the class.

Adjectives:
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An adjective describes or modifies noun/s andpronoun/s in a sentence. It normally indicates
quality, size, shape, duration, feelings, contents, and more about a noun or pronoun. Adjectives
usually provide relevant information about the nouns/pronouns they modify/describe by
answering the questions:What kind? How many? Which onéfdw much?Adjectives enrich your

writing by addingprecision and originality to it.

Example:
1 Theteamhasadangerousbatsman.(What kind?)
1 | haveten candiesin my pocket.(How many?)
1 |lovedthatred car.(Which one?)
1 | earn more moneythan he does.(How much?)

Degrees of Adjectives

Positive Degree z An adjectiveis saidto bein positive degree ,when there is recomparison.

Comparative Degree z Anadjectiveis saidto bein comparative degree,when itis usedto

comparebetween-two nouns or pronouns.

Superlative Degree z An adjectiveis saidto bein superlative degree,when it isusedto

compare-mo.te—than-two nouns or pronouns.
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Types of Adjectives:

1. Descriptive Objectives: As the name suggests, these are words whichsigibe
nounsand pronouns. In other words, it addsan attribute to thenouns/pronouns.

They are also known as Qualitative Adjectives.
Examples: | haveafast car. (The word O £ As @d3d@ibing an attribute of thecar)

| amhungry. (Theword O E O 1 i§pboviding information about the subject)

2. Quantitative Adjectives: The quantity of the nouns or pronouns is definedby
quantitative adjectives.Thequestion O E 11 O A red® E 11 A T iseddressedby this

type.
Examples: | have50 bucksin my purse. (How much)

Sunitahasthree kids. (How many)

3. Proper Adjectives: Proper nouns modifying or describing other nouns/pronouns
AAATT A POT PAO AAEAAOCEOAOG8 )OO 1 AAT O OODPAAEE

Examples: Indian kabaddiplayers are very strong.
| love Burger+ E T IGLifyeds.

3. Demonstrative Adjective: Reference to something or someone is pointed out by
Demonstrative Adjectives.The words: this, that, these,those are usedasDemonstrative

Adjectives.
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Examples: That houseis beautifully decorated.

i O 4 Eeferétd asingular noun far from the speaker)

This notebookis mine.

i O 4 tefBréxd asingular noun closeto the speaker)

4. Possessive Adjectives: A possessionor ownership is describedby this adjective.
The ownership of something to someone/something is pointedout. ie most

common words used: my, his, her, our, their, your.
Examples: My bicycle was parked outside.
His dogis very adorable.

5. Interrogative Adjectives: This adjective asksa Question.The adjectiveisfollowed by
a noun or a pronoun. The most common worslare: which, what, whose.

Examples: Which laptop do you use?
What gamedo you usually play?

6. Indefinite Adjectives: A non-specific modification of a noun is done by thisone.
Providesindefinite information aboutthe noun. Thecommonwords are: few, many,

much, most, all, any, each, every, either, nobody, several, some, etc.

Examples: Manishagavesomerice to her.

Rajwanted afew moments alone.
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7. Compound Adjectives: When compound nouns modify other nouns, theybecome
compoundadjectives.They canberecognisedby a hyphen or joined together with a

guotation mark.

Examples: | haveabroken-down mattress.

Rameshsaw a six-foot-long snake.

8. Absolute Adjectives: An Absolute Adjective is an adjective with a meaningthat is
generally not capableof beingintensified or compared.Also known asanincomparable,
ultimate, or absolute modifier. According to some styleguides, absolute adjectives are
always in the superlative degree. However, some absolute adjectives can be quantified
by the addition of the word dmaost, nearly, or virtually.

Examples: Heis dead.(We cannotuseO A A /& Adomparative sense;i.e.wecannotsayO ( A
is deaderthani A8 6 q

That gemis unique. (We cannotuseO | | QKA E Rebtheavord OOT ENOA S BOOAI £ AA]
EET Ad8(Q

Verbs:
Verbsare O O Htlk motors of A A O & thé pdincipal vehiclesor out thoughts and

feeling, withoutwhich to communicate will be rather difficult.

A word that indicates an action, event, or state is callederb. The verb can bedividedinto

two basic kinds

Finit e (Complete ) verbs are those that show tense and have a definite
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relation with the subject or a noun and stand alone as a complete sentence. Ex. | go, She

went. They have completed.

Non-Finite (Incomplete) verbs do not show tense, person or number. Eke wantsto play

football. The0OT I EAA AAOCEO EEI AOEOEIT C xEOEI OO0 A 1
considered as nofinite verbs. These Verbs are usedin various ways.

Wehavesomemore verbs andits kinds:

Kinds of verb

Transitive verb

=l

Intransitive verb

=l

Linking verb

= =

Auxiliary verb/helping verb

Transitive verb
Transitive verb needsan objectto completeits senselt is SVO(subjectyerb,object,)As:
Dineshsawafilm. We

love our country.

= =

Sunainasingsbeautiful songs.India

will win the match.

=l

In thesesentencez
Verbs are- saw,love, singsandwill win.

Object are- afilm, our country, beautiful. Songsandthe match.
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Note: If we combinesubjectandverbandaskthe questionO x E Ar@& E |ahdetan answer

(object),it is Transitive verb.

Examples:

S+verbs Question Answer(Object)
Dineshsaw What? apen

Welove Whom our country
Sunainasings What? beautiful songs

Transitive verb canhavetwo objects:
1 Oneobject

1 Two objects

Transitive verb with one objectShe
is taking milk.
| like coffee.Anand
playschess.
Ourteachersteachus.

In thesesentencemilk, coffee,chess,andusare objects.

Transitive verb with Two object
In suchcasesoneis the indirect object which is usually ahuman being andoneis direct
object which isusuallya thing, idea or thought etc.
Ms.Mamtateachesus English.My

friend gave me a book.

Thesstranger askedhim a question.
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Shewrote me aletter.
In thesesentencelndirect objectsare- us,him, me, me and Direct object are-English,a

book, a questionanda letter.

Intransitive verb
An intransitive verb has two characteristics. First, it is an action verb, expressing a
doableactivity likearrive, go,lie, sneezesit, die, etc. Second, unlikeatransitive verb, it
will not have a direct object receivingthe action.Here are some examples of

intransitive verbs:

Meeraarrived late in the class.

Arrived = intransitive verb.

Jameswent to the library today.Went

= intransitive verb

The catsoften lie in the shadeunder out cars.Lie=

intransitive verb

Shreyawasgrinding pepperssoshe

sneezed with violence.Sneezes=

intransitive

In the evenings,Geetasits in her garden.Sits=

intransitive verbs.
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Many peopledie in road accidentseveryday.Dies=

intransitive verb.

Linking verb
It is called Intransitive verb of incomplete predication also.lt is usedas complementto
make the sensecomplete. As: In other words we can say thatlinking verb connects a
subjects and its complement. As:
Komal is a doctor.

Geetaooks happy.

=l

The sun is a star.

=l

Karina is beautiful. My

= =

friend is present.Music

sounds sweet.

=l

Linking verbs: is,am,are,was,were, looks, taste,feel, consider,sound,appear,

remain, seem, grow,get, come, go, run, become, has/have, had+been.

Auxiliary verb or Helping verbAn
auxiliary verbs are?
() Primary auxiliary - Be(is,am,was,were, been,being,),has,have had,do,doesdid,

(i) Modal auxiliary - Should,shall,will, should,may, might, can, could.

Primary Auxiliary Modal Auxiliaries
Varun is reading a novel. Weshallcometomorrow.

Madhvi was singing asong. You should study.
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It may rain today. She

Shecandrive acar.

They do not waste their time.You need not worry.

Doyou like the film

Conjugationof verb

Verbhasfour forms:

=

First Form

Accept

Act
Agree
Buy
Bleed

Call

Cry

Present (first form)

Past (second form)

Would you lend me somemoey?

Past participle (third form)

Presentparticiple (ing form)

SecondForm

Accepted

Acted
Agreed
Bought
Bled
Called

Cried

Third Form

Accepted

Acted
Agreed
Bought
Bled
Called

Cried

Four

Form

Acceptin
g

Acting
Agreeing
Buying
Bleeding
Calling

Crying

Subject English
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Close
Drink
Enter
Free
Give
Help
Insult
Kill Killed
LayLaid
Make
Meet
Pay

Push

Adverh:

the following sentences:

I'enaissanc@
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Closed
Drank
Entered
Freed
Gave
Helped
Insult
Killed
Laid
Made
Met
Paid

Pushed

Closed
Drank
Entered
Freed
Gave
Helped
Insulted
Killing
Laying
Made
Met
Paid

Pushed

T o~ o~ s~

Closing
Drinking
Entering
Freeing
Giving
Helping

Insulting

Making
Meeting
Paying

Pushing

Subject English
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Z Thosemangoeswere very sweet.

Z Hespokequite loudly.

In sentence 1, the adverlguickly shows how (orin what manner) Alice smiled. Itmodifiesthe

verb smiled .

In sentence 2, the adverlvery says something about the sweetness of themangodss.

modifies the adjectivesweet.

In sentence3, quite sayssomethingabout the mannerin which he spoke.ltmodifies the adverb

loudly.

Note that theadverbs that are standing at the beginning of sentences sometimesmaodifye

whole sentence, rather than a particular word.

F Unfortunately, no one was present there. It was unfortunate that no one waspresent
there.)

FProbably | ammistaken. (It is probable that | am mistaken.)

Kinds of adverbs:
There are very many kinds of adverbs:

1. Adverbs of action: They are the adverbs which tell us when an action takesplace.

Examples aretoday, yesterday, before, daily, already, ago, never etc.
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Rule: Time adverbs cannot be usedin the present perfect, instead the pastindefinite is

used for them.

Z | sawa3D movie last night .
Z | methim yesterday .
Z Hisfather died two yearsago.

Z | haveseenhim before .

2. Adverbs of frequency: They are the adverbs which t# us how often an action takes place.

examples areoften, always, once, never, again, seldom, frequentlyetc .

Z The Delhi Policeis always with you.
Z Theyalways comein time.
Z Weseldom goout on Sundays.

Z | haveseenhim only once.

3. Adverbs of place Theyare the adverbs which tell us where an action takes place. Examples

are: here, there, up, down, everywhere, out, in etc.

Z Heleft his bagthere.
Z Theylooked everywhere.

Z Pleasesit here.
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Z Thecarparked there.

4. Adverbs of manner: Theyare the adverbswhich tell us how an action takesplaceor in what

manner.Examplesare: quickly, carefully, sweetly, clearly, bravely, beautifully, well, fast etc.

Z GautamBuddhaleft his family stealthily.
Z Theyhelpedus cheerfully.

Z he speaksslowly.

5. Adverb of Degree and quality z They are the adverbs which tell us how much or in what
degreeor to what extent. Examples z very, quite, rather, enoughany, partly, almost,utterly, as,

entirely etc.

Z Shamitais very beautiful

Z Thewhistle did not pleasehim anymore.
Z | havepleadedenough and now | give up.
Z ( A Guide agoodsoccerplayer.

6. Adverbs of reason z Theyare the adverbswhich tell uswhy an action takes place Examples

Z consequently therefore, hence.

Z It consequently hasfour vertices and six edges.

Z Hewastherefor e forced torelinquish his plan.



I'enaissanc@

college of commerce & management

B.Com 1stYear Subject English

Z Hertriumphal progressthrough the skies.Hence he was called.

7. Adverbs of Adverbs of affirmation or negation z Theyare the adverbswhichtell uswhether

an action is done or notExamples z surely, certainly, not, probalby etc.

Z Surely he should have known shewould get suspicious.
Z Heis afool indeed.

Z Heis afool indeed.

Z I wasnot playing.

8. Interrogative adverbs 7z Adverbs which are used for asking questions are called

interrogative adverbs.Examples are: when, where,how, why etc.

Z Whenwill yougoto New York ?
Z How long will you stay here?

Z Whereare my keys?

9. Relative adverbs z Arelative pronoun is atype of pronoun that often introduces dependent
(or relative) clauses in sentences. They also can stand aloas the subject or object of a

sentenceExamples z who, whoever, whom, whomever, that, which, when, where, and whose.

Z Whereareyou going ?

Z Thatwas my book.
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ZWith whom am | speaking?

A preposition is a word placed before a noun, pronoun oregund. It denotes the relation of the

person or thing with something else.

Examples:

a) The food is on the table. In this sentenceon showsthe relation betweenthenouns table
and food.

i)  amfond of chocolates.In this sentencepf showsthe relation betweenthe words

fond and chocolates.

As given in the examples above, a word such as a noun, pronoun or gerund following a preposition

is said to be the object of the preposition. It is always inthe objective case.

A preposition is always followed by a non and never by a verb. If we want a verb to follow a
preposition, we must usethe -ing form of that particular verb, which should be agerund (verb in
a noun form). e.g. | am very fond of riding. 4 EA AAOA OAOA OOEAAS8 EAOA

Kinds of Prepositions

1) SimplePreposition : Theyinclude at, by , for, in, of, off, on , out, through , till

,to, up, with etc.
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i) Compound Preposition : Theseare usually formed by prefixing apreposition( a or be) to a
noun, adjective or adverb.

Theseinclude about, above,across,along,amidst,among,amongst,around,before,behind,

beneath, beside, between, beyond, inside, outside , underneath, within, without etc.
lii) Phrasal/Group Preposition : Theseare formed by joining two or morewords.

These include phrases ke according to, in accordance with, in place of, agreeable to, in
addition to, in reference to, along with, in (on) behalf of, in regard to, away from, in case
of, in spite of , because of, in comparison of , instead of , by dint of , in compliance viith,

the eventof, by meansof,in consequenceof, anaccountof, by reasonof, in courseof,owing

to, by virtue of , in favour of, with a view to, by way of, in front of, with an eye to,

conformably to, in lieu of, with referenceto, for the sakeof, in order to, with regard to etc.

IV) Participle Preposition : When present participles are usedwithout any nounor pronoun
attached to them, these are called participle prepositions.

Theseinclude barring, concerning,passing,considering,during,

notwithstanding, pending, regarding, respecting, touching etc.

Classesof Preposition

To makeadistinction, SimplePrepositionscanalsobe divided into three classes:
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I) Prepositions of Time and Date : Theseinclude at, on,in, by, to, till, until,during, for,
sincefrom, within , before, after, afterward, theatc.

i) Prepositions of Place : Theseincludeat, in, on,to, behindetc.

lil) Prepositions of Travel and Movement : Theseinclude from, to, by, on,in,into, at, out

of, offetc.

Position of a Preposition

Prepositions normally precedenounsor pronouns. However,in certain casesit ispossibleto

move the preposition to the end of the sentence.

1) Whenan object of the preposition is aninterrogative pronoun like what, who,whom,
which, whereetc, the preposition can éke the end or the beginning of a sentence.

e.g.a) What are you thinking of?

b) To whom were you talking?

i) Whenthe object of the preposition is the relative pronoun O O Ethed &
preposition takes the end position.

e.g.Thisis the dish that sheis fond of.

lii) Whenthe object of the preposition is infinitive (to + verb) , the preposition isplacedafter
the infinitive.

e.g.lt is abeautiful houseto live in.



Ienaissanc@

college of commerce & management

B.Com 1stYear Subject English

IV) In somesentenceswhere the relative pronoun is hidden, the preposition takestheend
position.

e.g.Thisis the girl (that) I told you of.

V) In somesentences, prepositionss attachedwith the verb.

e.g.l hatebeinglaughedat.
Common Usage

At/In

1) At showsstationary position or existing state.

e.g.Sheis at home.

Also,at noon, at the ageof ninety.

i) In shows movement.

e.g.Thetrain isin motion.

Also,it is usedto expressa period of time.

e.g.in February,in the morning, in the yea1992,in summer etc.
i) Atis alsousedfor asmall placeand for a precise point of time.

e.g.a) Helives at Surajkund in Haryana.

b) Thetrain will arrive at sixin the morning.

In the abovesentenceswe canseethat in is usedfor abig place,town, city etc andfor a period of

time.
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To/Into
1) To is usedin the following cases

a) To specify direction : Turn to the left.

b) Destination : 1 am goingto Jaipur.

C) Until : From Mondayto Friday, five minutes to ten.
d) Comparison : They prefer cricket to hockey.

e) With indirect objective : Pleasegiveit to me.

f) Aspart of the infinitive : I want to help you.

g) In order to : Wewent to the store (in order) to buy soap.
i) Into is usedin the following cases

a) To the inside : We steppedinto the room.
b) Changein condition : Theboy changedinto aman.

C) To denote movement : Hejumped into the well.
Beside/Besides
1) Beside : at the side of

e.g.a) Hewassitting beside Sarla.

b) We campedbeside a lake.

i) Besides:in addition to/as well as

e.g.a) Hehasacar besides amotorcycle.

b) Besides doing the cooking. | help him.
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Between/Among

1) Between is usedfor two things or persons, butit canalsobe usedfor more thantwo when we
have a definite number in mind and there is a close relationship/association within them.

e.g.a) Hedistributed his property between histwo sons.

b) Atreaty was signedbetween the three parties.

i) Among is usually usedfor more than two personsor things when we have nodefinite
number in mind.

e.g.a) Hewas happyto be among his friends again.

b) Hedistributed his property among the poor.
With/By

With is usedfor instruments and by is usedfor agents.
e.g.Thesnakeswaskilled by him with astick.
Under/Underneath

Under is usedfor living beings.

Underneath is usedfor non-living things only.

e.g.a) Hide this underneath the table.
b) I work under Mr Singh.

C) Heis holding under the table.
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On/Upon

Onis usedwhen two things are touching eachother. Upon is usedwhen one thingis located
directly above the other thing.

e.g.a) We saton the chair.

b) The catjumped upon the chair.

Of/Off

Theseare usedin the following situations, referring to

1) Location : Eastof here, the middle of the road

i) Possession: afriend of mine, the sound of music

lil) Part of group : one of us,amember of the team

IV) Measurement : acup of milk, two metres of snow

V) Not on, away or from or removal : Pleasekeep off the grass

Vi) At some distance from : There areislands off the coast.

During/For

I) During is usedwith known periods of time i.e.period known by name,suchasChristmas,
Diwali; or periods which already have been defined.

e.g.during the middle ages,during the winter etc.

Il) For may be used todenote purpose andmay also be usedbefore knownperiods.
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e.g.l went there for the summer.They

went to the clubfor partying.

Since/From

1) Sinceis used todenote apoint in time and never for a period of time.
e.g.lt hasbeenraining since 61 6 A1 1 AE 8

Since canalsobeused asan adverb.

e.g.Heleft schoolin 1983.1 E A O Aéebhin since.

i) From is normally usedwith to or till/until

e.g.Mostpeoplework from eightto six.

From canalsobe usedto denote place.

e.g.Heisfrom Mumbai.

Before/After/Afterwards

1) Before is usedin referenceof two events.

e.g.Thetrain hadleft before he reachedthe station.

Il) After is apreposition while afterwards in anadverb. Afterwards canbe usedateither end
of aclauseand canbe modified by soon,immediately, not long etc. After is followed by a noun,

pronoun or gerund.
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e.g.a) After visiting them, we cameback.
b) Wevisited them and afterwards they cameback.

C) Soonafterwards , | gotacall from him.

Out/Out/Out of

1) Onis used foraplaceof work and alsofor amode of travel.

e.g.on anestate, on the railway, on abicycle.

Onis alsousedwith daysand dates.

e.g.on 25th February,on Thursday.

i) Outis usedmostly with get,like getout of avehicle,getout of the houseetc.

Till/Until

i) Till meansup to. It canbe usedwith O /£Qdr Without it.

e.g.a) Wework from 10 AMto/till  6:30 PM.
b) Wework till 6:30 PM.

i) Until meansupto atime or before. We useuntil when the activity continuesthroughout
the period up to the time limit.

e.g.Therewere visaapplicantsin our waiting room until 7 PM.

Determiners and Articles
Determiners or Fixing words are the words which fix or modify the nounsbefore

which they are used.
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This isaboy.

My birthday falls in August.She
is a doctor.
Everybodyenjoyedthe film.Did

you buyany book?

In thesesentencethe Determiners are-

This, my, a, every and any.

The nouns they modify areboy, birthday, doctor, body and

book,.Kind of Determiners are of five kinds:

1.

2
3
4.
5

(0)

Article Determiners

. Demonstrative Determiners

. PossessivédDeterminers

Numeral Determiners

. Quantitative Determiners

Article Determiners
There are three Article in English- A, An, The,

Articles are of two types:
(0 Indefinite Article
(i) Definite Article

Subject English

Indefinite Article: A,and An, arecalledIndefinite Article becausetheydonot

refer to any particular person orthing.
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Beforeasingular number which starts with aconsonantor avowel

with a consonant sound.
Example:
Aboy,acat,agirl, ahorse,amonth, ayear,apencil etc.
Aunit, auniversity, aEuropean,ausefulthing, auniform etc.

A oneeyed person, a onavay ticket, a onerupee note etc.

Usageof An
For example-

Anegganeagle anapple,anink-pot,anorange anisland,anuncle anumbrella,

anarmy,an elephant etc.

Subject English

Before a singular number starting with a consonant thatgives the

sound of a vowel.

Anhour, anhonestperson,anheir,anM.L.A.anM.P.anS.S.PagnM.A.anS.0.S.

(in) Definite Article: Theis calleddefinite article becauset refers to aparticular

person orthing.

Usageof The
Before the namesof heavenlybodies.

The sun,the earth, the moon, the stars, the sky etc.

Before the directions.
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The east,the earth, the south, the north,
Before anoun which is already mentioned:

I metamanin the train. The manwasvery
interesting. The children you met
werenaughty.
Before the names of the ocean, rivers, mountains, gulfs, plains,deserts,

bays, etc.

Thelndian Ocean;The GangaThe Himalayas,The PersianGulf, TheGangetidlain, The
Sahara Desert, The Bay of Bengal etc.

Abbreviated names of states, countries etc.
The U.S.AThe M.P.,The Punjab,The UAEetc.
Before the superlative Degree of Adjective:

Sheis the best student of the
class. Australia is the largest

island in theworld.

Before two or more comparative degrees of Adjectives:
Theearlier, the better.
The higher you go,the coolerit is

Before the epithets used before the names of the person:
Ashokathe Great, Alexandethe Great, Charleshe First

Before the names of holy books:

The Adi Granth,the Gita,the Koran, the Bible etc.
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Before the names of big organidsations:
The TajMahal,the Qutub Minar, the Agrafort
Before the clans:
The Marathas,the Rathores,the Sikhsetc.
Before the names of big organization:

The BJPthe CPIthe UNOetc.

Before the namesof bigoffices:

The Air Marshal,the Prime Minister, the Presidentetc.

TENSES

Tensesdenotetime of action. Time canbe divided into three parts: PresentPastandFuture.
PresentTense

Present Tense Simple Present Tense:

The SimplePresent
The Simpk Present is a tensehat expressesaction in the present time,habitual actions, or
generaltruths.

Example: Thesunrisesin the east.

PresentContinuous:

It describes an incomplete ongoing present action that is in the middle of
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happening,but will finish at somepoint. This tenseis formed by using the auxiliary verb be

(amlis/are) with the present participle verb form ending in "ing".

Example: Theboysare playing cricket.

PresentPerfectTense:
It signifies that an action started in the past and agtinued to present time, in which it is
completed. This tense is formed by using the auxiliary verb have (have/has) with the past
participle form of the verb.
Example: | havefinished my work.

Note: Presentperfectis neverusedwith adverbsof pasttime.

PresentPerfectContinuous:
It describes an action that began in the past and continued up to present time,In which it is
(or most of it) is completed.Thistenseis formed by usingthe auxiliary verb have(have/has)

togetherwith the auxiliary verb beenandthe presentparticiple form of the verb ending with

ing
Example: Theyhavebeendoingthe work since Eight o'clock.

Past Tense Simple

PastTense
It is an action or situation that wasfinished in the absolute pastand hasno connection

with the present.Always second form of the verb is used in simplepast sentence.

Example: | learnt Frenchin Delhi.
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Past Continuous It describes action which went on during a stretch of time in the past and
finished. This tense in formed by using the verb be (was/wea) with the present participle
£l O 1T &£ OEA OAOA AT AET C E1T OEICo

Example:when | met him, he wasreading anovel.

PastPerfectTense:
It describes an action completed in the past before certain point in time or an action which
happenedin the very distant past. Thistenseis formed by usingthe auxiliary verb have(had)
with the Past participle form of the verb.

Example: you hadstudied Englishbefore you movedto New York.

PastPerfectContinuous:
It describes an action that began before a certain poim the past and continued up tahat
time in past. This tense is formed by using the auxiliary verb have (had) together with the
auxiliary verb been and the present participle form of the verb ending with "ing".

Example:Shehad beenworking at that company for three yearswhen It went out of business:

Future Tense

SimpleFuture Tense:
It describes an action or situation that has still to take place. This tenseusually formed by

using the auxiliary verb will with the base form of the verb.Example: | vlicall you when |

arrive.
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Future Continuous:
It describes an ongoing action that will be in process around a point of time in the future.
This tenseis usually formed by using the auxiliary verb will together with the auxiliary verb
be and the presemparticiple form of the verbending in "ing".

Example:Hewill bewaiting for her when shearrives hometonight.

Future PerfectTense:
It describes that a future action will be completed before a point in time or before another
action in the future. Thistense Is formed by using the auxiliaryverb will together with the
auxiliary verb be and the past participle form of the verb.

Example:BYnext November, Iwill havereceivedmy promotion.

Future PerfectContinuous:
It is describesan alongfuture action that will continuousandwill be completedbefore point
in time or before another action in the future. This tense is formed by using the auxiliary
verb will, the auxiliary verb have (have), and the auxiliary verb been together with the
present participle £1 O 1T £ OEA OAOA AT AET ¢ ET OET Co68

Example: Theywill havebeentalking for everan hour by the time Madamarrives.
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Prefixes:

A morpheme addedto the beginning of aword to modify its meaningis
called prefix.Un: unkind, unwise, unwanted, unfairDisdisloyal, dislike,
disrespect

Non:non-stop,non-

violence

Mis: misbehave,misconduct, mismanagement

Suffixes:

A morpheme addedat the end of aword to modify thex T OA 6 O
meaning is called suffix.Ness: kindness, meannessilty:
rapidity,

insanity Ist:

specialist,

racialist

Ize: symbolize,

hospitalize Ment:

appointment,

amazement

Al: refusal,dismissal

Full: doubtful,

wonderfullsh:

foolish, childishY:

sandy, meaty,

salty En:ripen,

widen

Subject English
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Ify: simplify, diversify

Words likely to be confused and misused:

Homonyms:
Somewords are so alike to eachother in their meanings,spellingsor pronunciation that it

becomesdifficult to understand and usethem correctly.Suchwords are called Homonyms.
Bear- (a nameof
animal)Bear-(to

sustain)

Bark- (the soundof

a dog)Barkz (the

skin of atree) Left-

(to leave)

Left- (related to the side of the
humanbody)Address- (to speak
to)

Address (location)

Homophones:
A word that sounds the same but differs irspelling or meaning ororigin iscalled
Homophone. Ex. See,sea.
Access (approach)
Excess (super
abundance)
Addition- (to
add)
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Edition- (a number of books

printed at one time)Duel (a

combat between two)

Dual- (double)

Gait (manner of

walking)Gate-

(door)

List of Some Common Homophones
1) Whir - of amachine,make acontinuesnoiseWore-
simple past tense or wear;
having clothesonWere- singularandplural

past of to be

2) Whirred - pasttense of whir
Word- thesevery bunch of letters together, forming what you readand
comprehend
3) to - preposition
Too - also
Two - 2
4) Flour- A kitchen
supplementFlower- a

beautiful plant

5) Pause bring to momentary stop
Paws the feet of ananimal, usually, containing padsand claws
6) Affects makeadifference.Usedasa

verb. Effects with the same



B.Com1stYear

7

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)
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meaningused asnoun

Through- moving in one side and out of the other
side of Threw- simple past of throw

Throe- anintense or violent pain

Throw-  propel with force through the air
Knot- a fastening made by

typing a laceNo

Negative

Know- become

aware ofNo- negative

Bow- bend the body as a

sign of respectBough the main

branch of a free

Bo- aname

Sow plant by scatting seeds onthe
surfaceSe Submodifier

Sew fastenor join threadstogether with aneedle

Wright-  maker or builder

Right- direction or correctness
Rite- religious or any solemnceremony
Write - mark letters on surface

Wrought- simple pastof

work Rot- become bad

Subject English
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15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

I'enaissanc@

in quality
Would- indicate the possibility of an
imagined eventWood-What tree are madeof
You apronoun Ewe-
femalesheep
New-in agood
condition
Knew -past of know
Feat anachievementrequiring
great courageFeet Plural of foot
Flew- simple pastof fly
Flu- deadly disease
Flue- a duct for waste smoke produced by any fueburning
installationDye- give adifferent color to (usuallyhair)
Die- stop living; lack of vitality; mana
Four- 4
For- in support or in favor of
Fore- situated in front
Fourth- out from a
starting pointFourth - 4th
Way- Method of doing something;path

Weigh- act of finding out how heavy

college of commerce & management

Subject English
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somethingisWeight-aA I A guandityof

matter
24)  Wait- AAT AU OT T ATTAB0O
actionsWeight-aA T A guanity
of matter
25) I- first person pronoun
Aye- yes
Eye Youneedthem to read all this
26) See actofusing
your eyesSeahe ocean
27)  Liar- someonewho tells untruthful
storiesLyre- amusicalinstrument
28) Cite- mention
Site- anarea
Sight point of view; power of seeing
29)  Coat blackrock usedto fuel
Cole cabbagekale or rape
30) course the route of something

Confusingand the Most MisusedWords in English:

In English language, there are several words which sound alike though thesee spelled
differently and havedifferent meanings.Hence,one hasto be very careful in using these words

becausethey are not only confusing but are likely to be
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misused. Some of the most commonly confused and misused words in Englishwitteir

meanings and usage in sentence are given below:

Advice/ Advise- Adviceis a noun: JohngaveNareshgood
advice.Adviseis averb: Johnadvised Sheelato avoid the

guestionable chicken salad.

Affect/Effect - Affectis verb and effectis noun.
Example Downedelectricity affectcitizens.

The effect of lazy daily routine is not goodfor health.

Among/Amongst - Amongis the preferred and most commonvariant ofthis

word in AmericanEnglish.

Amongstis more commonin British English.

Among/Between z Amongexpressesacollective or looserelationship of severalitems:
Harish found aletter hidden among the papers on the desBetween expresses the
relationship of one thing, to another thing or to manyother things: Suresh spentall day
carrying messages between Harish andheother students.

The idea that between can be used only whetalking about two things is amythit's

perfectly correct touse between if you are talking about multiplebinary relationships.

Assure/ Ensure/lnsure - Assure meansto tell someonethat somethingwilldefinitely

happen or isdefinitely true: Naresh assured John that no one would



